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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE. 



OcR interest-ID this work is simply pecmitiy. The book 
published by Elder Backus, is calculated to check tbo sale of 
Holmes and Austin's Debate, ta some considerable degree. 
Being publishers of the latter work and having a large sum 
invested in it, to save which, we are dej^ndent on its ciitula- 
don, we have ieltourselves compelled, in self-defence, to pub« 
lish this Review of BIder Backus, to secure the sale of the 
Debate. The author is alone responsible forihe sentiments 
advanced in this book. He is known, and is ready, we pre- 
sum", to accounr to the public for whatever he advances. Fer^ 
Bonal'.y, we take no part in ths theoltigical controver^^y between 
tie i^tics. THE PUBLISHERS. 
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REVIEW. 



On the 28tli of December, 1847, a Debate was 
commenced in Genoa, Cayuga connty, New-York, 
between Rev. David Holmes, a Methodist presiding 
elder of Cayuga district, and myself, on the follow- 
ing questions : 

" 1. Does gospel salvation embrace delivei-ance from just 
and deserved pnnishmeDt ? 

*' 3. Is there sufficient evidanoe for believing that all will 
be fioalij holy and happy 1 

** 3. Is there sufficient evidence for believing that any part of 
the hwium fiimliy will suffer endless misery in a future stMe?" 

The discussion continued eight days, closing ou 
the 5th of January, 1848. This debate was taken 
down by a stenographer, and subsequently published 
by Alden & Markham, booksellers, Auburn, making 
a large volume of 823 pages. 

A few weeks since a book appeared in this city, of 
which the following is the title page — " Universalism 
andther Gospel, or J. M. Austin vs, the Bible. Be- 
i ng a Review of his speeches in Holmes and Austin's 
Debate. By J. S. Backus. Auburn : Derby, Mil- 
ler, & Cot puWidhfirs,— 1849." 
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REVIEW OF 



On first casually examining the. work, I laid it Bsidm 
as a weak and harmless production, utterly incapable 
of deceiving any but the most prejudiced and ignor- 
ant class of minds, and not of sufficient importance 
to demand any notice at my handg. A critical inves- 
tigation, however, revealed features which led me to 
view it in a more serious light. I found it contained 
an astonishing perversion of the scriptures — wrest- 
ing them to tho support of sentiments of the most 
abhorrent nature, and converting the word of God 

^ into a mass of contradictions and absurdities. More- 
over I discovered that it contained a personal attack 
on myself — charging me with misrepresentation and 

falsehood ; applying to me passages of scripture 
which convey severe censures — and actually seeking 
to rob me of the friendship and support of my breth- 
ren» and virtually threatening them with "eternal 
damnation *' unless they forsake me ! I learned, also, 

. that although the work was probably prepared by 
Elder Backus, it waa published by the advice, and 
with the countenance and sanction, of three or four 
of the settled pastors of partialist churches in this 
city. How much hand they had in writing it, I 
have no means of ascertaining; but that the Elder 
submitted the manuscript to their inspeotlon, previ- 
ous to its publication, and ventured to send it to the 
pre^s only on their express advice, I have the best 
of reasons for believing.* 

* Jt will appear somewhat sinftdia* to the p«blic^ thai Umm 
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Under these circamstances I feel myself jastided 
in noticing this work. In doing so, I t»hall hold the 
clerical advisers of Elder Backus strictly res|)nnsi« 
Ue with him, for all its contents. Whatever little* 
ness of porpoie, deception, distortion of Gud's word* 
and ignorance of the scri;)txires it exhibits, is to bo 
charged to tkem, equally with him. It would never 
ha^e seen light* had they not given it their approba« 
tkm. Furthermore, in this catalogue of clerical spon* 
sors I ought in justice to include one or two learned 
P. D.'s, among the professors in the Auburn Theo- 
logical Setninary, and most of the students, who 
since the appearance of the book, have, (strange as 
it will appear in the sequel) given it their unquali* 
fied approbation^ and expressed their opinion that ** it 
is very well done." 

In prosecuting this work, the public will perceive 
that I act strictly on the dtfendot* My debate with 
Elder Holmes took place more than a year since. 
The volume containing the arguments used on that 

- - ■. — ' • ' ' m 

Baptisst, IVesliytcrian, and Methodist ch-rrymfn, some of 
whom nfui»o to meet others at the L«»rd*:* table— who belong 
fu secti fvliicb have euid uU manner otVvil apiinsr one another 
—who hold many reli«i«.us opinions so far a."»undcr that tliey 
can BO more agree in regard to them,than they ran agree with 
Untrersalists, fltbouid unite.— And for whm T To prom«>te ami 
encourog** invesiigati»»n on religiou>» topies ? — to seiid lighl and 
truth abroad in the world? No; hutio strangle inve«tigati<»a 
— ^o keep truth away from the people, «>n most important 
c)u*i$<dan d<»ctrioe#. aud to df stroy a sentiment which thi*y 
would rejiiice to have true, and which they all pray God to 
tnoke tnitf ! ! 
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occasion, has been published for sereral months, and 
is doing its work in the world. After so long alap«e 
of time, and wholly unprovoked on my part, four or 
more of the principal clergymen of Auhum, have 
combined in an attack on my character and senti- 
ments, and strenuous efiorts are now being made to 
circulate their joint production throughout society. 
A candid and impartial community, I am confident, 
will justify one thus assailed, in speaking in eelf-de* 
fence, and will charge home upon the right quarter, 
whatever consequences may flow from this comfli<Jt. 
Called by the providence of God to stand alone in 
this city, as the defender of his gospel of UniTer* 
sal Reconciliation— surrounded by a host of oppo- 
sers who have long had possession of the field — as- 
saulted single-handed, by four or five of the most 
prominent clergymen of the orthodox ranks, in this 
place, who possess all the advantages to be derivcfd 
from numbers, wealth, popularity, and the early ed- 
ucation and prejudicesof the people — ^it becomes my 
duty to repel their attack, and show to the world the 
dishonorable course they have not scrupled to pur- 
sue, in carrying out their i^oble designs. It would 
ill become me to remain idle and behold not only my 
own reputation vilified, my sentiments misrepresent- 
ed, my arguments distorted, but the word of God 
wrested from its meaningt and the most precious and 
glorious truths of the gospel of Christ, assailed and 
trampled under foot, by those who, of all others, 
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sbodld be the first to believe and proclaim them. 
Were I to pass in silence such assaalts on the reli- 
gion of our Saviour, it would seem that the very 
••stones would immediately cry ont." 

It may be well to inquire what necessity called 
for this work from Elder Backus ? If my argu- 
ments in the Debate with Elder Holmes, had been 
given to the public without any attempt at refutation 
from an opposer, there would have been much pro- 
priety in publishing an honorable and enlightened 
review. But they had already passed an ordeal of 
critical and labored examination, by a learned divine 
of opposite sentiments ; both sides had been publish- 
ed together^ so that every reader could have before 
kim thep*o and con of all the arguments introduced 
in the discussion — the only way, indeed, in which 
any individual can arrive at a just appreciation of 
the merits of the discussion. The partialist side 
having been fally represented and defended in the 
Debate, I press tho question, what call was there 
for Elder Backus and the Auburn clergymen to in- 
terfere in the matter ? It is clear that in publishing 
their book, they cast the deepest contempt and insult 
on Mr. Holmes. It is virtually acknowledging that 
he was defeated ; and that something must be done 
to counteract the influence of his overthrow. If 
this ig not tJie object of the book, why has it appear- 
ed ? At least, it shows in colors unmistakable, that 
they are disicUisfied with the manner in which he 
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conducted bis side of the discussion, and that they 
thought themselves capable of improving and 
strengthening it. Indeed Elder Backus has in this 
city declared his dissatisfaction with Mr. Holmes* 
defence of the so called Evangelical doctrines, and 
expressed much surprise that his arguments should 
be so weak and pointless. 

To those who are acquainted with both gentle- 
men, the idea that Elder Backus alone should think 
of assailing and overthrowing arguments which Mr. 
Holmes could not refute, is ridiculous and laughable 
in the extreme ! Of the ability of Elder Backus 
and the calibre of his mind, I need not speak. He 
is known to be a very harmless man in every possi- 
ble sense of the word. Mr. Holmes is a clergyman 
of superior gifts. I consider him by far the most 
intelligent and talented divine connected with the 
Methodist denomination, in Central New-York. A 
perusbl of the discussifm held with lue, will con- 
vince any well informed man of his intellectual 
strength. It is seldom an erroneous S3'stem finds a 
more able defender. In all debates held with Uni- 
versalists, I venture to assert there is not one, where 
the sentiments of the dominant sects have been mot9 
ably ftustained, than in t his instai^ce. Give Inmtruth 
to defend, and he would be irresistable. 

That such a man should fail to sustain the modem 
evangelical theory, in a manner to satisfy its belier- 
ers and preachers, is a circumstance full of sig&i£i- 
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csBce. To (Hscerning minds, it is strong evidence 
tbat tlie theory itself is defective. That Mr. Holmes 
did not defend his cause to the satisfaction of his 
brethren, is evident from several considerations. It 
is seen in the fact thatof nearly three thousand copies 
of onr discussion, of which the publishers have dis- 
posed, two'thirds at least have been sold to Univer- 
salists. While the latter buy it freely, the agents 
complain that they can seldom get a member of any 
other denomination to take a copy, Mr. Holmes* 
want of success is moreover made evident by the 
appearance of this book from £lder Backus and his 
coadjutors. If he had sustained himself satisfacto- 
rily, why do the gentlemen come to his support and 
make an effort to strengthen his cause ? 

Another significant fact is, that two or more of 
Mr. Holmes' clerical brethren in this city have be- 
coine endorsers of Elder Backus' book. One of 
them, the Methodist now preaching here, has taken 
an especial interest in the work, and I have no doubt, 
rendered all the assistance in his power, in bringing 
it into existence. Another, the editor of the Metho- 
dist journal published in Auburn, (the Northern 
Christian Advocate,) gives this book his decided 
commendation. He informs his readers that it **is 
well calculated to show the fallacy of Mr. Austin's 
statements." This necessarily pre-supposes that 
Mr. Holmes in the discussion, did not show the fal- 
lacy of my statements. The anxiety of these cler* 
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gymen for the publication and cireolation of that 
work, casts a direct stigma on Mr. HohneS'*<-etiiic- 
ing as it clearly does, their opinion, that hcwas not 
able to sustain himself in the debate, and that another 
efibrt was necessary to bolster up the tottering cause 
he labored so arduously and faithfully to maintaiii. 

By the way, these Methodist clergymen evidently 
have not discovered the only spice of shrewdness 
contained in Elder Backus* book. Mr. Holmes in 
the discussion took broad ^rmmian grounds through- 
out. This feature was exceedingly repulsive to tke 
Calvinistic Elder Backus. Any thing that looks 
like giving all men even the slightest chance for sal- 
vation, I have no doubt, is highly alarming to him. 
What a lamentable misfortune it would be, should 
Christ finally succeed in bringing all the race to re- 
pentance, holiness and heaven ! ! Judging by tl*»r 
actions here, there are certain ones who would be 
distressed at such an event, and would view it as the 
greatest calamity that could possibly happen. In 
his book, Elder Backus adroitly strives to counteract 
Mr. Holmes* Amiinianism, by impregnating it with 
the strongest Calvinistic proof- texts in the scriptures. 
By getting the Methodists to recommend the work 
in their publications, and to assist in its circulation, 
he makes them unwittingly instrumental ia under- 
. mining the fundamental doctrines of their own reli- 
gious system. 

Tke work clsarly shows the <:&wa¥dice of its <le«- 
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cftl auiliarsv and their entire want of confidence in 
the irtrength of their own systems. Their object ia 
to prerent the circulation of the Debate between Mr. 
Hobnes and myself. Notwithstanding the ability 
with which their distinctive doctrines were defended 
by their champion, they dare not allow the discos- 
sioQ io come to the eyes of their people generally. 
They fear, nay, they know^ the effect would be to 
weaken their theories in the minds of all the . 
candid and enlightened among them. They design 
Elder Backus* book to pacify those in their sects 
who are disposed to fulfill the divine injunction, 
*• prove all things ; hold fast that which is good." 
When persons of this class inquire hr the Debate, 
with an honest desire and a true chri8tian*s wish to 
read both sides of the most important questions 
ever presented to the world, that they may be etta* 
bled themselves to judge what is true and what is 
false, they are met by this clerical phalanx, who vir* 
tuajly say to them — »* There is no necessity of put- 
ting yourself to the trouble and expense of pro- 
curing the Debate. Here is a very cheap little work 
which contains ^* such extracts iram the speeches of 
A«istin against Holmes, as most fully and fairly ex- 
presa his sentiments published in the debate; these 
being in substance, the sentiments of all the leading 
Uiiiver«rii<*ts of the present day.' Read this, an4 
you wi£l obtain all the light on the subject, you could 
find ia the publish#d discusskmr' With thW most 
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false pretence, they are endeavoring to deceive the 
public, and prevent a perusal of tbe Debate* Any 
man in bis senses, vfho asserts that the book of El- 
der Backus will convey to its readers a ^^fulV* and 
*^fair'* understandin<; of my sentiments as published 
in the Debate, or of the doctrines held by Universal* 
ists, either is afflicted with a stupidity the moat 
wretched, or utters that which in his heart he knows 
to be false ! 

It is well known that the self-styled evangelical 
clergymen, have no confidence in the strength of 
. mind and judgment of their people. Their great 
labor is, not to lead them forward, as in duty bound, 
to more enlarged and enlightened views of religion 
and religious duties, but to keep them shut up in the 
particular sentiments they proclaim, and debar them 
from all investigation of the real merits of their own 
doctrines, or the doc-rines of other sects. The proof 
of this fact is seen in their constant warning to their 
congregations, not to listen to the proclamation of 
the gospel of impartial goodness, itor peruse a page 
which advocates that sentiment. Whenever they 
place a copy of Elder Backus* book in the hands of 
one of their congregations, or recommend it in their 
prints, to their readers, it is offering them a cooi and 
deliberate insult. It is virtually saying to them-* 
^* It will not do for you to read Holmes and Auitin^e 
Debate ; we are fearful you will be led to deubt the 
creedit in which you hai^e been edocated. We have 
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examined it to save you the trouble ; and will allow 
you to see in our little book, as much as we think 
will do, and the rest we. believe it advisable to keep 
from your view. You are not capable of judging 
for yourselves ; we will think and judge foi you. It 
is your duty to believe us, and be content with our 
assertions. Our deliberate opinion is, that you should 
not read discussi^ms. They are very unprofilaUe to 
OUR DOCTRINES ! !" This is the real language of El- 
der Backus* work, to all who compose limitarian 
churches and congregations. It is a cheering fact, 
however, that there are many in their midst who 
spurn such Popish dictation, and who dare and will, 
read and think for themselves. 



PLAN OF THE WORK. 

Elder Fackus is entitled to the credit of originality 
in the plan of his book. There never was a work 
of ftuch description issued before from the pross ; 
and there will never be another like it ! It is a per- 
fect nondescript in the annals of controversy. He 
fii%t gives what he calls ** extracts" from my speech- 
es against Holmes, and then follows them with a 
heterogeneous mass of scri pture quotation^, sentences, 
half sentences, and one or two words — ^tom from 
their connection in the Bible, without the slightest 
attention to the tense they bear in the passage* 
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where they occur, giving .the reader to understand 
that they contradict my sentiments. 

He says in his preface, that these "extracts'* 
*^ most fully and fairly express his [my] sentiments 
as published in the debate.** To give this declara- 
tion its true name, would be to use a word which 
decorum forbids. Any candid individual will see at 
a glance, that so far from giving a full and fair ex- 
pression of my sentiments, a stranger who had never • 
seen the published Debate, could obtain but a very 
faint understanding of them in reading simply the 
extracts in his book. While some of the sentences 
are quoted correctly, others are wretchedly garbled 
to suit the purpose of my reviewer. In some instant 
ces, half a sentence is omitted — in other cases, a word 
or two is altered or falaiEed — and in other places, 
several words are added. Some extracts begin at a 
period and close at a comma — others commence at a 
comma and conclude at a period — and in some cases, 
they both begin and terminate at commas* leaving out 
those parts of the sentence which explain its true 
meaning. Who with common honesty can appro* 
bate this cutting, carving, mutilating process, as a 
fair and honorable way to give the sentiments of a 
writer ? And who that scrupulously respects truth, 
will pretend that in this way a "/«*tt** and *^fair** 
view can be given of the opinions of an author 1 

The other (original feature of thisremarka)>le pro- 
dacti(»if is the answering of arguments by scxiptiif^ 
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quotations. To carve out a sentence, or part of & 
sentence, or manufacture a sentence to suit, by 
changing or addii^g a word or two, and then as a re* 
ply, quote a number of scripture passages, and frag* 
ments of passages — strangely and horribly mutila* 
ting God's sacred word for a purpose so unjustifiable 
— without the slightest explanation or attempt to 
show that such passages have any bearing on the 
sentence against which they are quoted — ^is not only 
puerile in the extreme, but exceedingly disreputable 
and unmanly. It will be so pronounced by every 
fair-minded individual who has had the slightest ac- 
quaintance with the rules of honorable discussion. 
But his quotations, says one, are all from the Blhle. 
Do you object that the scriptures should be quoted 
against your sentiments ? Tt is not the quotation of 
scripture, of which I complain ; but the perverfun 
of scripture. A verse, or part of a verse, may be 
quoted to read correctly as far as it goes, but at the 
same time, it maybe so torn from its connection, and 
so pointed against a true and sound principle, as to 
produce a monstrous perversion. For instance, aa 
infidel desires to throw contempt and ridicule on the 
Bible, and insists it urges men to commit fortUca* 
tion, adultery^ hlasphemy, profanity ^mureUr^ and ««- 
eide. To prove this horrible charge, he proceed* aa 
follows f^-'* Let us commit fornication." (1 Cor. x. 
8.)—** Commit adultery." (Mark x. 19.) "Bltt- 
pheme that worthy name." (Jamaa ii. 7.) **My 
1* 
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brethren, swear." (James v. 12.) *'Then began 
be to curse and swear." (Matt. xxvL 74.) ** There 
wa» one Barrabbas * * * * who had committed mur- 
der." (Mark x v. 7.) "Follow him." (Mark\i. 1.) 
"He casts down the pieces of silver in the Temple, 
and departed and went and hanged himself," (Matt, 
xxvii. 5.) " Go, and do thou likewise." (Luke x. 
37.) There, exclaims the infidel, you cannot com- 
plain — every word I have quoted, is scripture, I 
have proved my assertion ! " I acknowledge," you 
reply* ** all you have quoted is scripture; but it is 
ptrtertcd scripture. By quoting parts of passages 
only— by applying others to subjects to which they 
have not the slightest reference, you have wickedly 
wrested God's word from its true meaning, and made 
it teach dirwitly the opposite of what the divine 
writers intended I !" Your answer would be correct, 
and would justly cover the infidel with confusion I 

This supposed plan of the infidel is precisely the 
course Elder Backus has pursued. He has misap- 
l^ied scripture-^he has wrested passages from their 
conm^cUon, and so quoted them as to endeavor to 
bave them convey a meaning wholly foreign to the 
intent of the inspired writers. He has garbled God's 
iWQrd-**taken but parts of passages, and leaving out 
words, sentences, and whole verses which ought to 
-bave been quoted to give the entire sense. All the 
effect produced by his book, will be through this 
misapplication and distortion of the scriptures. It is 
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painful to behold these professedly christian ministers 
pursiung a course so unworthy and unjustifiable. 
And most melancholly it is to believe that they labor 
to keep those under their influence in ignorance of 
the true meaning of many most iniportant passages 
in the Bible, and then depend on that very ignorance 
in so construing those passages, as to contradict the 
most precious and glorious truths God has ever re- 
vealed to the world ! 

To give those who approve the plan of Elder 
Backus' work a taste of this kind of procedure, 
let me bring it home to them in application to their 
own sentiments. 

Modern Evangelism. — "In the unity of the 
Godhead, there be three persons of one substance, 
power, and eternity ; GOD the Father, GOD the 
Son, and GOD the Holy Ghost." 

Bible. — **Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God is 
ONE Lord." (Deut. vi. 4.) *' Though there be 
that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, 
(as there be gods many ond lords many,) but to us 
there is but ONE God, the FATHER, of whom 
are all things, and wc in him; and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, by whom arc all things, and we by him." 
(1 Cor. viii. 5, 6.) "There is ONE God, and one 
Mediator between God and man, the man [not the 
GOD] Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for 
all, to be testified in due tim j." (1 Tim. ii. 5, 6.) 
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Modern Evangelism.— God will not save all 

men. 

Bible.— God *»WILL have ALL MEN to be 
soveil, and to come imto the knowledge of the truth." 
(I Tim. ii. 4.) 

Modern Evangelism.— God's will is not always 
accomplished. 

Bible.—" He DOETH according to his WILL 
in the army ot heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth ; and none can stay his hand, or say unto 
him, what doest thou?" (Dan. iv. 35.) "Who 
WORKRTH ALL THINGS after the counsel of 
his own WILL." (Eph. i. 11.) 

Modern Evangelism. — God will never have 
mercy on unbelievers. 

Bible. — " God hath concluded them all in unbe- 
lief, that he might have MERCY upon ALL." 
(Rom. xi. 32.) 

Modern Evangelism.— God will be always wroth, 
and contend forever, against multitudes of souls he 
has made. 

Bible.— "I will NOT contend FOREVER, nei- 
ther will be always wroth : for the spirit should fail 
before me, and the souls which I have made." (Isa. 
Ivii. 16.) 

Modern Evangelism. — God will cast off forever 
vast numbers of the children oi men, and will never 
have compassion on them. 
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Bible. — **The Lord will not cast off forever. 
But though he cause grief, yet will he have co7npa3m 
sion according to the multitude of his mercies.'''' (L am. 
iii, 31,32.) 

Calvi.vistic (Presbyterian and Baptist) Evan- 
gelism. — ** By the decree of God, for the Manifesta- 
tion of his glory, some men and angels are predes- 
tinated into everlasting life, and others foreordain3d 
to everlasting death. These angels and men, thus 
predestinated and foreordained, are particularly and 
unchangeably DESIGNED, and their nnmber is so 
certain and definite^ that it cannot be either IN- 
CREASEDor DIMINISH ED."-- Cari;mi5^ic Creed. 

Bible. — ** Thou hast created all things, and for 
thy PLEASURE they are and were created." 
(Rev. iv. 11.) *»God is love." (I John iv. 8.) 
** Love worketh no ill to his neighVo:." (Rom. xiii. 
10.) ** The Lord is good unto ALL, [not the elect 
alone] and his tender mercies are over ALL his 
works." (Ps. cxlv. 9.) ** We have seen, and do tes- 
tify, that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior 
[not of the elect only, but] of the WORLD." (1 
John iv. 14.) "ALL nations [not a certain elect 
portior ] whom thou hast mado, shall come and wor- 
ship before thee, O Lord, and shall glorify thy name." 
(Ps.lxxxvi. 9.) " Christ gave himself a RANSOM 
for ALL, to be testified [proved trup] in due time." 
(I Tim. ii. 6.) •» The RANSOMED of the Lord 
shall return and come to Zion, with songs, and ever- 
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lasting joy upon their heads. They shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee awa3%" 
(Isa. XXXV. 10.) 

Presbyterian and Baptist Evangelism. — 
'♦Neither are any other "REDEEMED by Christ, 
or effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, 
and SAVED, but the elect ONLY," 

Bible.— "He died for ALL." (2 Cor. v. 15.) 
•♦ That he by the grace of God, should taste death 
for EVERY MAN." (Hob. ii. 9.) "And he is 
the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the WHOLE WORLD." 
(I John ii. 2.) " I came not to judge the world, but 
to SAVE the WORLD." (John xii. 47.) 

Arminian (Methodist) Evangelism. — "Who 
[Christ] truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and bu- 
ried, to reconcile his Father TO US." — Methodist 
Creed. 

Bible. — "For it pleased the Father that in him 
[Christ] should all fullness dwell. And having made 
peace through the blood of his cross, by him to re- 
concile ALL THINGS unto himself-^ [not himself 
to all things,] by him I say, whether they he things 
in earth, or things in heaven." (Colos. i. 19, 20.) 
•* f*or if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
TQ GOD by the death of his Son ; [not God recon- 
ciled to us by the death of his Son ;] much more be- 
ing reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." (Rom. 
V, 10.) " God was in Chist, reconciling the tvorld 
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UNTO HIMSELF, [not himself unto the world,] not 
imputing their trespasses unto them/' (2 Cor. v. 
19.) 

l Methodist Evangf.lisivx. — God made all men for. 
holiness and happiness — he designed to save all — is 
willing to save all — desires to save all — would be 
pleased to save all.* But he cannot save them. 
Some will not be saved. 

Bible. — "God hath spoken once ; twice have I 
heard this, tliat POWER belongeth unto Goil :" (Ps. 
Ixii. 11.) God ** WILL have all men to be saved, 
and come unto the knowledge of the truth." (1 Tim* 
ii. 4.) ** God is not a man, that he should lie ; nei- 
ther the son of man that he should repent.' Hath 
he said and shall he not DO it ? Or hath he spoken 
and shall he not MAKE IT GOOD ?" (Num. xxiii, 
19.) ** The Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who 
shall disannul it ? And his hand is stretched out, 
and who shall turn it back?" (Isa. xiv. 27.) ** It is 
God which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure." (Philipp, ii. 13.) ** He is of one 
mind, and who can turn him ? And what his soul 
DESIRETH, even that, he DOETH! !" (Job xxiii. 
13.) 

Presbyterian and Baptist Evangelism. — 
Christ died for the elect alone. 

** See Holnaes* admisaiom in debate with AusjLa. . 
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Methodist Evangelism. — Christ died for all 
men. 

Presbyterian and Baptist Evakgelism. — 
None can be saved but the elect. 

Methodist Evangelism. — All tnay be saved, for 
the invitations of the gospel are extended to all men. 

Presbyterian and Baptist Evangelism. — All 
for whom Christ died will be saved. 

Methodist Evangeli3M. — All for whom he died 
will not be saved ; for then all men would be saved. 
♦*He died for all." (2 Cor. v. 15.) 

Presbyterian Evangelis3i. — All evangelical 
christians should be willing to commune together. 

Baptist Evangelism. — None should be admitted 
to the communion table, but such as have been bap- 
tized by immersion. 

Presbyterian Evangelism. — Eprinklingis true 
christian baptism. 

Baptist Evangelism. — No baptism is valid but 
immersion. 

Methodist Evangelism. — Immersion, sprinkling, 
pouring, dipping, or dashing, constitutes genuine 
christian baptism. 

Bible. — ** Therefore is the name of it called Ba- 
bel" — ^i. e. confusion. (Gen. xi. 9.) "Let them cover 
themselves with their own confusion, as with a man- 
tle." (Ps. cix. 29.) ** God is not the author of con- 
fusion." (1 Cor* xiv. 33.) 



d by Google 



J. S. BACKUS. 25 



THE TITLE PAGE. 

Before proceeding to a consideration of the body 
of the work, allow me to notice the title-page. It 
is deceptive in almost every line. Derby, Miller & 
Co., are announced as publishers of the work. 
They are not the publishers; but utterly refused to 
publish it, when requested by Elder Backus, as did 
other booksellers. This imprint was inserted to give 
the book an appearance of respectability^ and to pro- 
mote its sale. But to the same extent the public 
believe the irr print, they are deceived. 

The title-page declares the work is a Review of J. 
M. Austin's Speeches in Holmes and Austin's De- 
bate. It is not a Review of my speeches. A Re- 
view is such an exhibition of an author's writings, 
as shall give the reader a clear understanding of his 
sentiments, and the arguments, reasons, and proofs, 
on which they rest; But even Elder Backus will 
not insist he has done any thing like this. He has 
not dared to give an argument I advanced, nor the 
slightest glimpse of the f roofs introduced in support 
of my positions. All these are kept studiously out 
of sight ; and he ventures to let his readers see only 
my naked propositions— knowing that if he per- 
mitted them to read the scripture proofs and other 
evidences on which they rest, his book would have 
been powerless. My speeches in the printed D«- 
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bate, fill nearly or quite jive hundred pages. His 
extracts, cut and culled whenever it best suited his 
purpose, would fill about one page of the Debate. 
Yet he vainly imagines the public are so stupid as 
to receive his book as a "full" and "fair** Review 
of my part of the Discussion ! Mr. Holmes re- 
viewed my speeches with boldness and talent. He 
quoted many of my reasons, and scripture proofs 
and endeavored to overthrow them. Elder Backus 
instead of imitating this manly example, cowardly 
keeps from sight every argument I brought forward, 
and skulking behind a mass of scripture quotations, 
piled together without connection, reason or sense, ' 
endeavors to deceive the public with the idea that 
he has reviewed my speeches ! ! In fact he prints 
this falsehood on his title-page. And all this, be it 
remembered, he has done by the advice and sanction 
of the Methodist and Presbyterian pastors, profes- 
sors of theolog}', and editors in this city. Starting 
with these deceptions on the very title page, what 
hope is there that candor and truth can be found in 
the body of the work ! 

The principle title of the book is — " Universalism 
another Gospel^ That Universalism is another 
gospel from the distinctive tenets of Catholicism, 
Calvinism, or Arminianism, I willingly admit. But 
the Elder means, he tells us, that it is " another gos- 
pel *" than that of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us 
examine this assertion, and see who it is that propa- 
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gates in our day, »» another gospel,** than that pro- 
claimed by the Saviour and his Apostles. 

The word "gospel** is a contraction of two Saxon 
words, "good** and ** spell," and signifies, a good 
message^ or glad tidings. This corresponds with 
the original Greek words from which "gospel** is 
translated — euangelion — from 6W, good, and angelia, 
a message— a GOOD MESSAGE. Dr. Adam 
Clarke says, the word '* gospel '* is evidently intend- 
ed to point out in this place, the good message^ or 
the glad tidings of great joy, which God has sent 
to ALL MANKIND!*' 

Elder Backus and his clerical sponsors and advi- 
sers proclaim to the people, that while a part of 
mankind will be saved, countless millions will be cast 
away into endless despair and wretchedness. Can 
such a proclamation, in any proper sense, be called 
** glad tidings** or a **good message ?** Can it be a 
"good message*' to inform a congregation that they 
are exposed to a doom so terriffic ? Can it be a 
** good message*' even to those who feel secure of 
their own salvation, (if any such there can be among 
believers in endless punishment,) to announce to 
them that myriads of their fellow beings must roll 
in ceaseless agony ? It is an absurd perversion of 
words to call such annunciations a *' good message,** 
or the gospel ! Universalists proclaim that God, ' 
through the mediation of Christ, will bring all man- 
kind to repentance, holiness, reconciliation and hap- 
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piness — tbat the Father of spirits will, in the fulness 
of times, be worshipped and loved by all created in- 
telligences! ! No man can deny that this is a "good 
message"-— that it is ** glad tidings " to all who hear! 
Which system, then, tried by this test, should be 
considered "anol her gospel." 

St. Paul gives a still plainer explanation of the 
nature of the gospel : ** And the scripture, forsee- 
ing that God would justify the heathen through 
faitht preached before, the gospel unto Abraham, 
saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed :" (Gal. 
iii. 8 ) The proclamation of the great truth to 
Abraham, that in him, [or his seed, which is Christ 
— see Gal. iii. 16,] ALL NATIONS shall be 
blessed, St. Paul declares was preaching to him the 
GOSPEL. This is the gospel ^t, Paul and his 
brother Apostles themselves preached. It was to 
this gospel he referred, when he declared — "Though 
we, or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel 
unto you, than that we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed." (Gala. i. 8.) Elder Backus and 
his coadjutors, do not proclaim the gospel preach- 
ed to the ancient patriarch, that ALL NATIONS 
shall be blessed in Christ, the seed of Abraham. 
Their gospel declares that vast multitudes of their 
fellow-beings, will never be blessed in Christ; that 
millions will be thrust into endless wretchedness, 
who never even heard the name of Christ. Hence 
the curscy alluded to by St. Paul, rests upon ihem^ as 
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the preachers of " another gospel." Do you inquire 
what the "curse" is ? I answer, it is the anguish 
which must wring their hearts, in proclaiming these 
terriffic doctrines. No man with common sensibili* 
ties can believe and preach such sentiments, without 
being filled with the utmost agony of mind. And 
The anguish of such preachers, will be precisely in 
proportion as their hearts are tender and loving to- 
wards their fellow-beings. The reader can easily 
determine, who preach "another gospel." 

In further pursuing this investigation, I shall show 
that in his book, Elder Backus. 1. Indulges in per- 
sonal abuse. 2. Misrepresents my positions. 3, 
Kails to meet the points I establish. 4. Exhibits 
great iguorance of the scriptures. 5. Perverts the 
word of God. 6. Gives such constructions of the Bi- 
ble as promotes infidelity. 7. And encourages licen- 
ciousness. 



PERSONAL ABUSB. 

I refer to this feature, simply to show the spirit 
by which Elder Backus, who professes to belong to 
•* the converted,*' " the elect precious," is governed to- 
wards one, whose great offence is, that he has thrown 
off* the shackles of creeds, and reads and understands 
the Bible for himself. 

In his Preface he charges me with '* grossly mi#- 



d by Google 



30 BEVIEW OF 



representing the faith and teachings of all evangeli- 
cal denonninations." He also declares that my 
** speeches aboundwithjfz^^c representations of their 
views of the Trinity,'' 6cc. It is much more easy 
to make such charges, than to sustain them. He 
giv€S not an instance where I have made false rep- 
resentations of the views of limitarian sects. Why 
did he not do so ? The only answer is, that he was 
unable. I am not conscious of having misrepre- 
sented their views. Heaven knows they are suffi- 
ciently monstrous and absurd in their darker fea- 
tures, without any exaggeration. Let any man show 
a misrepresentation, and I will most cheerfully cor- 
rect it. 

On page 52, he politely applies to me the passage 
in Ezekiel, (xiii. 22) ** Because with lies yc have 
made tlie heart of the righteous sad, whom I have 
not made sad ; and strengthened the hands of (he 
unckedy that he should not return from his wicked 
way, by promising him life." If my doctrine that 
all mankind will finally be brought to repent of sin, 
and to tiii; r^iTvice and love of God, makes the heart 
of the Bapdsts, Presbyterians and Methodists 
**S3(^/' Qd tljo Elder intimates, it necessarily follows, 
that the belief that millions will never repent, but 
will am against God, and blaspheme his holy name, 
and roll in agony forever, makes them rejoice and ex- 
ult. If such is the fact, I would inquire what kind 
of righteousness theirs is ? I impress upon the wick- 
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ed, tke solema and important truth, that they can 
n€ver sin without receiving a certain and just pun- 
ishment. Elder Backus and his coadjutors, give the 
wicked to understand they can sin, to their entire 
satisfaction, and yet escape all punishment ! An in- 
telligent puhlic can determine which doctrine 
"strengthens the hands of the wicked." 

On page 94, he strives to frighten my friends from 
me, and induce thera to shut their doors against me, 
on peril of "eternal damnation." In doing this, he 
endeavors so to garble and falsify God's word, as to 
make it declare that every unbeliever is in danger 
of eternal dcunnation ; by which he means endless 
punishment — a sentiment which the scriptures nev- 
er assert in any part whatever. By unbelievers, 
he means those who cannot adopt the absurdities of 
modern partialist creeds. All such he presumptu- 
ously and wickedly dares to threaten with ** eternal 
damnation!" How modest! Who made this worm 
of the dust, the Judge of his fellow -man ? Who 
clothed his arm with thunder- bolts, that he should 
h\^\ them hither and thither against God's creatures, 
fts his ignorance, blindness or spite may dictate? 
Would it not be well for Elder Backus and his oleri- 
eal advisers, to learn a lesson of modesty on this 
subject, from the poet : 

•* Let not this weak, unknowing band 

Presume thy bolts to throw, 
Anl deal DAMNATIOxN round the UrA^ 

On each I judge thy foe !" 
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In this Elder Backus shows far more bigotry than 
Mr. Holmes. The latter acknowledges he does not 
believe men will fall into eternal perdition ** for mere 
error of opinion."* 

On page 94, Elder Backus charges me with pmi- 
oning •* the wells of salvation," and calls on my sup- 
porters to fear me, as they would "one who should 
poison wells of water, and persuade all he could to 
drir.k of them." My congregation, will of course 
become ex ceedin gly alarmed at this discovery of my 
poisoning qualities, and flee for their lives. The 
manner in which I poison '• the wells of salvation,*' 
is showing mankind the evils of sin — the necessity 
of turning from its practice, to virtue and righteous- 
ness — bringing them tr) love God, and one another— 
to love purity and godliness, and to promote peace 
and good will between man and man. All good men 
whose minds are not blinded by human creeds, will 
pray there maybe much more of this kind of poison 
diffused in community. If I were to endeavor to 
moke people believe that God creates men depraved 
at heart, and then torments them forever, because 
they are depraved — ^if I were to charge my Maker 
with being eternally filled with anger, vengeance, 
and wrath against his frail creatures, and with 
threatening, literally to " tear them in pieces," like 
a wild beast devouring his prey, thus disgusting 

* &€• Holmes and Auitji's Diicussioo, po^e 185. 
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^m^'s souls and filling tbeoi with horror at thev^r^i 
name of G^^d — ^if I persuaded the people that thf^ 
could sin a. d escape the punishment; it ja#tly tl^ 
serves — as Elder Backus and his advisers have done 
in his book, then I should feel myself justly ameca- 
hi© to ihe charge of ** poisoning the wells of aal^a- 
tion.'* 



MISREPRESENTATIONS OP MY POSITIONS. ' 

On page 13, Elder Backus gives a garbled extract 
from me in regard to faith. And in reply, he so quotet 
scripture in proof of the necessity of faith, as to con- 
vey the idea to the reader, that I denied that faith 
was at all essential. Whereas he well knows I de- 
clare in the Debate, that an enlightened faith in th^ 
gospel, is one of the first essentials to salvation; 
What I did say, was, that in the parable of the 
sheep and goats, ^oi^ or the toant of it, had nothing 
to do with the placing of some on the right handj 
and others on the left of the King; but that good 
^Borki was the test which determined that matter.*' 

On page 19, he quotes my language in such a 
manner, and annexes to it such a passage of scrtp- 
tmre, as to give the impression that I believe guilt 



• See Debate, page 759. 
9 
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tnd m rested in the heart of Christ. He does this- 
while he well knows I believe Christ was as pure as 
God*8 angels. 



On page 28 of Backus' book, it reads as follows: 

. ** Austin— I exceedingly regret that learned Professors of 
Theology, Doctors of Divinity, Miniaiers of the Gospel, ood 
profc:»s<)r8 of religion, virtually take their place alongside the 
ino«t depraved, and insist that men ought to be allowed to sin 
under such circumstances that they can escape all punish* 
m.ni.** 

"Bible.— Why all this tirade agaitist them ? Simply be- 
cause they say to a 1, *sin not.' And if any man sin, we have 
an Advocate witii the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. *' (I 
John ii. 1.) 

This exTact from me, is garbled. My language 
was as follows : 

** X regret exceedingly that learned ProfesscH's of Theology, 
Doctors of Divinity, Ministers of the Gospel, and professors 
q£ religion, lend themselves to suck aioork^-'Jdo not say in' 
ttntionallif, yet none the less certainly. They virtuaUy take 
their plaeo alongside the most tlepraved, and insist that men 
ought to be allowed to sin under such circumstances, that they 
caa escape all punishment 1"* (Debate, page 91.) 

The words in italic^ which materially qualify 
the sentence, my candid reviewer leaves out. It 
thus reads more to suit his purpose. He says I 
make this declaration, because they say to all "«n 

'* Tiiia sentence may be misunderstood. The idea I design^ 
cd to convey is, not tliat evangelical mmisters insist that man* 
kind ought to be allowed to sin; but that they, with the most* 
d«praved. insist when men do sin, they ought to be allowed an 
opportunity to escape punishment .' 
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noV* This is a sheier misrepresentation. I did not 
complain tbat they said to all sin not ; but that they 
virtually say to all, you can sin, and yet escape pwi" 
Uhmenti 

On page 95, hs misrepresents me again, on this 
point. He charges me with saying that all who op- 
pose me, are ** virtually taking their place alongside 
the most depraved." I said nothing of the kind. 
My position was, that ceitain Professors of Theolo- 
gy, Ministers of the Crospel, etc., maintain that a 
way should be, and is, provided, whereby men can 
sin and escape the punishment their wickedness de- 
serves; and that on this point, these ministers take 
their place alongside (i. e. coincided in opinion with) 
the most depraved ! This is literally true. The 
most depraved are the strongest advocated of the 
theory that those wlio sin should be allowed to es* 
cape punishment ! 



Another misrepresentation occurs on page 29. It 
reads as follows : 

"Austin.— So far as their influence extends, every barrier 
to sin is broken down, and millions i)lunge into wickedness and 
ruin" 

"BiBL£. — As we be %janderously reported, and as jome af- 
firm, that wo say let us do evil that p:ood m y come, whose 
damnation [condemnation] is just." (Rom. iii. 8.) 

In quoting this passage of scripture, the Elder 
gives the reader' to understand that by the word 
**^«r," I referred to the preachers of modem 
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creeds; whereas it refers to certain dangerous vicw$ 
and errors, of which I had previously spoken. (See 
Debate, page 92.) 



Page 82 famishes another specimen of misrepre- 
sentation. 

''Austin. — The Apostle teaches us that Christ came tode> 
stroy him that hath the power of death, that is, the Devil, (or 
evil personified,) and deliver them who through fear of death, 
were all their life time subiect to bondage." (Debate, page 
510.) 

The Elder endeavors to have his readers suppose 
I believe that whenever the word »* devil" occurs in 
the Bible, it signifies evil personified ; and then goes 
on to quote a large class of scriptures, inserting those 
words, instead of devU. The following is a sped- 
mcQ of his quotations — ** He that committeth sin is 
of (evil personified,) for (evil personified) sinneth 
from the beginning." (1 John iii. 8.) But the El- 
der's wit is at the expense of his intelligence. I did 
not intimate that in all places the word "devil" sig- 
nified the principle of evil personified. My meaning, 
as must be evident to every sensible person, was that 
in that passage, and in some others of like charac- 
ter, the word has such a signification. If my re-, 
viewer had been a little conversant with forms of 
speech which prevailed among the Jews in the days 
of the Apostles, he would not have appeared so ri- 
diculous in the use he endeavors to make of my de- 
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elaratton. Dr. Adam Clarke in reference to tbe 
words ** great dragon," ** old serpent," *♦ devil," " sa- 
tan," (Rev. xii. 7-9,) says : '* The (Jewisb) Rab- 
ins speak mncli of this being; son: etimes under 
tlw notion of yetsar ka-raa — *the evil principle.' 
It was in reference to this form of speech, so fami- 
Har to the Jews, that St. Paul, in the passage 
quoted, (Heb. ii. 14,) in declaring the final destruc- 
tion of EvU or Sin, through the reign of Christ, de- 
nominates it • the Devil,' or ♦ the evil principle.' " 
The words "devil" (diahclus) and *• Satan," have 
various meanings in the scriptures. Someti mes they 
signify an acciMer, an adversary, ah opponent — ^in 
aome cases they refer to any thing which tempts to 
wrong — and in other instances, signify the principle 
of e^ personified, as Wisdom is frequently personi- 
fied under the figure of a woman. Now to take up 
way one of these definitions, and apply it to all the 
cases where these words occur, exhibits an amount 
(rf stupidity hardly supposable in one who pretends 
to be an expounder of the Bible. It is childish in 
^te extreme. Let me give my reviewer a specimen 
of this play upon words. Elder Backus believes the 
word ** will," sometimes means "would." In the 
ike passage which reads, God " mil have all men to 
be saved,** the Elder reads it, '^ would have all men 
to be saved." (See his book, page 51.) Now let me 
apply his rule to the scriptures, and insist that be- 
Q^iise he believes "will" means «*would,^' in ote* 
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oa$e, it has tbe some meaniog in all cases. **l 
seek not my own (would) but the (would) of hina 
that sent me." (John v. 30.) " My meat is to do 
the (would) of him that sent me." (John iv. 34.) 
" He doeth according to his (would) in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth :" 
(Dan. iv. 36.) "Why doeth he yet find fault? who 
hath resisted his" (would?) (Rom. ix. 19.) How 
does my friend fancy his own criticism tamed home ? 
The Elder inquires *' who but a Universalist, or 
what but Universalism can supjiose * * ♦ ♦ ♦ that 
the Son of God would quote scripture to, reaaon 
with, and rebuke, Nothing ! ! !" In reply let mo 
osk, who but a Baptist, and a very ignorant one too^ 
can suppose God would permit a great semi-omnipo* 
tent being to range over the wcrld, to tempt his crea- 
tures down to endless ruin, when with one breath, 
he could annihilate him forever ? Who but a very 
ignorant Baptistt is so weak minded as to believe 
this great devil literally dragged the Son of God, 
(nay God himself, according to Elder B*s belief,) into 
a wilderness, then conveyed him to the pinnacle of 
the temple at Jerusalem — thence spirited him to the 
top of a high mountain, and offered him all the king- 
doms of the earth, if he would worship him, when 
the "poor devil" did not own an inch of earth? 
Who but a Baptist Elder with more zeal than know- 
ledge, does not know that this whole account is o^ 
Zi;fQrifaZ,repr«Mntiiig the temptations which, dujriiig 
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Ills ministry, beset him who **wa8 in all pointt 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin." (Heb, iv. 
15.) Elder Backus aud liis brethren, may have tho 
Devil as personal as their credulity will lead them 
to believe, yet it amounts to nothing; for he is des- 
tioed to be destroyed — *' Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same, that through 
death he might DESTROY him that had th© pow-» 
er of death, that is, the DEVIL." (Heb- ii, 14.) 



On page 87, we find the following : 

" Austin. — The word " Hfll," does not orrur so oft^n ttk 
ihss New Tcs.taTnent, ns many suppose. In Matthew it U 
fcftind fi»Me times. In Mork but fm9e. In Luke three timet* 
In John not once. In Acts it is found only 07ice, whcro it U 
•ppiied to Christ, at.d sig.ifies graved (Debate, page 765.) 

Why did not the Elder finish the sentence he un- 
dertook to quote from me? Because it would have 
given his hearers more light than he desired them to 
possess. Let me complete the paragraph he com- 
menced : 

" In Acts it is found only once, \^hore it is applied to Christ, 
and signifies gra%'e. Yet the book (»f Acts contains the hiatory 
of the ^ournoyings, labors, and preaching of the ApoMles, for 
over tViirty y«ars. Hence it is certain they did not prencU 
anything about Hell ! ! That word is not found nt all in Ro- 
mans, mMT in l*t or 2d Corinthians, nor in Galiitians, nor Kphe* 
tiaiu, nor PbiUipi*''^! "^^ Colossians, nor in 1st m 2d TheMa* 
lonians, norhi Ist or 2d Timothy, nor Titus, nor Philemon, nor 
Hebrews, nor in 1st Peter, nor in 1st, 2d or 3d John. 1 nsk 
tU» asdieoco how it is^ if ** HeU" mcaas a plaoe of m4km 
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iro» tfaftt iL vas metttioned by the Apostk*» m ^tmr pr tM hl ay 
and writings so seldom. Some modern B^vivalitts use thac 
word oftener in one discourse^ than did Christ and hiit Apos- 
tlea in all their preaching for thirty years ! ! If those who list- 
ened to tho teachings of St. Paul, or St. John, or read their 
writings, were all exposed to an endless hell, is it not very sin- 
gular that they did not mention it, at least once? How can 
•ny believer ia endless punishment, account for thaw onoii* 
sions 1 Are they not roost convincing evidence that it is not a 
Bible doctrine ?" 

In the reply which Elder Backus makes to this 
quotation, there is displayed one of the most remark- 
able compounds of misrepresentation, deception; 
false application and ignorance of the scriptures, that 
theological blundering ever exhibited. He Sitarta by 
a misrepresentation, in attempting to deceive his 
hearers with the idea that Universalists believe there 
ia NO hell. He must have known this was a gronnd- 
less assertion. Universalists do not believe in a 
place of torment in the spirit world, enclosed in huge 
walls, entered through iron gates, and filled with ra- 
ging flames, where God throws his own offspring to 
roll forever in liquid lava, the sport of blaspheming 
dcimons and devils, not one of which devils could 
live a moment without his permission. That Elder 
Backus, and some ancient ladies and little children, 
who are to be pitied for their credulity and igoor* 
ance, may believe all this, I have no doubt. Btrt 
how many of the enlightened clergymen and mem-i^ 
hers of so called evangelical sect?, believe in a Mte-' 
ral hell of this description ? Not one / Yet for not 
tmning our faces into the darkness of past Hf^** ^"^ 
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B«cka9 e^eks to fis oa us the charge of balieTbg m 
**iiohelU" We believe there is a helL WeheUtT« 
in the varwm kind* of hell of which the Btbfe 
dkpeakft ; and we believe all the scriptures say im r»- 
gazd to them. What more can be reqmred 4>f «s f 
Hence the utter ^Eituity of the Elder's pn^aund in* 
qsiry— '' If there is NO HELL, how is he abb to 
destroy soul and body both, in that which ha«no as* 
irtence !" Wonderful ! ! He further says: 

*' If, as Mr. Austin has more than onee affiniied« 
God has declared that all shall be saved in holiuM 
and heavwi, then oortainly he is not * able to At$lbn/y 
agol and body both, in hell,' for ' it is impostibit Ibr 
God to lie.' " The pro&ndity of this logic must b* 
perfectly astounding to all metaphysicians. B eeause 
God has promised to do one thing, he has no aiMUif 
to do another, is the argument. This is but a poor 
absurdity. The Creator has promised that ^* all n%» 
^ons whom he has made — all mankind — shall come 
and wor^ip before him, and glorify his name." (Pa. 
Ixxxvi. 9.) At the same time, he has the physical 
power to thrust them all into eternal darkness— yea^ 
to annihilate the Universe, in an instant. But 
who has any apprehension he will make such a dis- 
play of his. ability? In the passage of which the 
Elder seeks to make so much use, (** Fear not then 
which kill the body:" Matt, x^ 28,) the Saviour 
V^ely wishes to'remiud his disciples of the pkywal 
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aMlity of the Creator to destroy fann^iUaU) botli 
smii and body in hell, or Gehenna — the vaHey of 
Hinnom. But that man must have a remarkable 
view of his Maker, who believes that like a vexed 
child, impatient with his frail structure, God will turn 
in anger and crush into annihilation, the workman* 
ahip of his hands and the offspring of his love, simply 
because he has the power. John the Baptist told the 
J«ws, Gtod was ABLE of the very stones of the 
earth to raise up children unto Abraham : (Matt.iii. 
9*) Had the Jows prwsessei the logic of my re- 
viewer, they would have insisted John meant to 
teach that Qod would actually raise up children to 
Abraham from the stones beoeath their feet, beeaneo 
kte asserted his ability to do so ! i 
- In speaking further of this passage, Elder Backfis 
indulges in a display of occruciatmg wit, which he 
borrows from a malignant defamer of God's Univer- 
sd Grace. He says: 

"If bell here signifies the GRAVE, then Jesus is made to 
ss^» * Bo not nfiraid of those who can kill you, but I will fore* 
warn you who you shall fear. Fear the Sexton, who, after you 
a»*e kill 'd. will cast you into tho grave, yea, I say unto you, 
fearhimi!!'" 

I dislike to dim the brilliancy of this withering 
sarcasm. But I must inform the Elder that the word 
"hell" does not signify the grave^ in that passage. 
Had he and his ministerial co-workers in his book, 
properly understood the scriptures which they so un- 
scrupulously garble, they would have known that 
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*^hellr^^* in this passage, i» translated k-om Q^Jhc^na^ 
oompQuiKkd of GhiMinom, the valley of Hinooiiir 
** This place was near Jerusalenif and had been for-" 
merly used for those abominable sacriiices in which 
the idolitrous Jews had caused their children to pasa 
through the fire to Molech. A particular pkee in' 
this valleyt was called Tophet^ from lophel, tho^re^* 
stove in which some suppose they burnt their ichild- 
ren alive to the above idol." (Dr. Adam Clari&e, on 
Matt. V. 22.) 

On the sa^ne page, £lder Backus gives the world 
another apeoimen of his intelligence. He eays : 

"Afiaa, ' die rich man died and was barksd, (i^sr whicb) 
he lifted up hi« eyes in hell, being ia tormeotf.'" (Luko xvt 
22, 23.) 

The Elder quotes this language from the Parable 
of the Rich Man. and Lazarus, as though it was a 
literal narration. Whereas the whole structure of 
the story shows it to be a parable. Indeed Light- 
foot and many other eminent commentators admit 
the account is a simple parable. Archbishop Til* 
lotson with other learned writers, says that in some 
ancient copies of the New Testament, the account 
commences as follows : •* And he spake a parable 
unto them, saying. There was a certain rich man,*' 
etc. 

Elder Backus and the clergymen engaged with 
him in his book,* quote the word hell, m this para- 

* Since the foregoing pages ha^e been in type, 1 have beea 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



44 UTIBW OF 



\Aet 90 kaviiif the SMBe meaning as ^^ken,** in tke 
yaaiagewhicli speaks oC the destrnetion of aonl and 
body in kell. Now they either know better than 
^dt, or tkey do not. If they do, then they are widi- 
edly designing to dectivt the pnblic. If they do not 
know better, then tbey are profoundly ignoraat of 
^le meaning of important scripture terois, and no 
dependence can be placed on their criticisms. The 
word translated heli^ in the passage above referred 
to, is Oehenna — signifying lite rally the yalley of jBifi- 
nam. But •« hell,'* in the parable of the Rkk Man 
and Lasams, is rendered from Hade9 — a word entire* 
Iq^ d^fierest from Gehenna, and with a meaning lolaHy 
onHke it.* Dr. Campbell says, that Hades ought 
never in scripture, to be rendered hell ! ! 

In the New Testament there are three original 
words, translated ** hell,'' viz : Gekennaf Hades, 
and Tartarus, or Tartarosas. These words have 
'significations entirely different in meaning ; yet £1- 

informed by one who has the beet opportunity of knowing, that 
Blder Backus at first proposed to have the book appear under 
^ names, or as the conjoint production of four orthodox pas- 
toes in this city. But the shrewd ones among thero, aaw si 
a glance, I su impose, that the necessity of four against one, 
would so clearly show the weakness of their cause, that it was 
abandoned, and the name of Elder Backus alone, placed on 
the title-page. The book is, however, in fact, as much the at- 
tack of four on one, bm though their names had all appeared 
OB the title-page. 

* For meaning of Geh^oia and Hades, see Holmee sad 
Austin's Debate, page 708. Explanation of parable of Rich 
Man and Lazarus, ib. page 626, 
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i«ff Backus, ftiid other limilftriui ckrgyment 00 quote 
than to t!ie people as to m&ke them believe thviff 
sigaifiGatioii is precisely the same ! If they do tlut 
ignamnU^^ they are to be pitied — ^if ttilfully^ they 
Observe the severest ceBsare. 

As to the passages quoted by £lder Backus on 
pages 90, 91, in which it is represented that it is 
better to cut off the hand, and foot, etc., rather than 
have the whole body cast into ^*hell," the word kill 
is translated from Qekenna^ and has Bot the slightest 
reference to the **hell" in which the rich man is 
represented as being cast. These passages are un- 
derstood by all connnentators in a figurative sense. 
Yet wkh astonishing pervermty, the Elder quotes 
them all as literal declarations. The Saviour de* 
signed to warn the disciples to whom he address- 
ed them, of their danger, if they gave way to the 
temptations which beset them, of becondng involved 
in the severe punishment destined soon to overwhehii 
the Jewish people, which he described figuratively, 
as a Gehenna-fire puni^ment — a phrase well un- 
derstood by the Jews to indicate the severest tempo* 
ral calamities.* 

Another passage quoted by Elder Backus, is the 
following : ** Whosoever shall say thou fool, shaE 
be in danger of heU-fire." (Matt. v. 22.) The only 

* For tigmfiesdon of thejsxprestiom ** where the worm di- 
eth not, and the fire it not quenched/* tee UoUom snd Aua- 
lin*t Dtbstei page 708. 
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explanation which thi« phrase •'hell-fire " can need, 
•hall be given by Dr. Adam Clarke, the Methodist 
commentator. He says, it signifies ** the being burnt 
alive in the valley of the son of Hinnorn." Elder 
Backus quoted it as meaning an endless hell in another 
world. Wliich is most worthy of credit, the learned 
Dr. Clarke or Elder B. ? 

On page 92, my reviewer says: The scriptures 
speak of hell as a place of •* everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels." The scriptures 
make no such declaration. The teachers of hnman 
creeds have persisted for ages, in declaring that 
**hell*' was the abode of the Devil, or Satan — that 
it was his " head-quarters," where he reigned king 
eif infernal beings and damned souls. There is a 
little confusion among them whether he is con* 
fined, or at larga. Sometimes they represent 
biro as being chained in hell, a close prisoner. 
(So Elder Backus construes 2 Pet. ii. 4 ; see his 
book, page 80.) At other times they describe him 
fis permitted by God (for what purpose?) to 
roam in freedom over the world, and seduce whom- 
soever he pleases, down to his dark abode. But all 
these views are erroneous. In no place does the Bi- 
ble represent the Devil, or Satan, as being in hell, 
or having any thing to do with hell, or as ever des- 
tined to go there. These notions came not from the 
scriptures ; but originated in heathenism, and have 
been propagated in the fabulous poems of Miltx^i 
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•ail Folloekt and by the teachw^ of ^tobgitnA im 
volved io the profoundest ignoraiuie on the sultj^ct* . 

The Elder says that the scriptures speak of ^^th^ 
pains of hell." Vtry true. And ^hore do tliey say* 
these *• pains" are experienced ? In the future life ? 
No. David says : ** The sorrows of deoth, coojpaes- 
ed me, and the pains or hell got hold upon me: T 
found trouble and sorrow." (Ps. cxvi. 3.) The 
** pains of hell" are experienced in this life, for Da- 
vid had not been in another world. Again, David 
exclaims: *♦ Great is thy mercy towards me; and 
thou hast delivered my soul from the LOWEST 
HELL !" (Ps. Ixxxvi. 13.) Is there any hell loxotr 
than the lowest. Yet David was in the lowest, 
while yet living on the earth ! 

It is, however, a matter of small moment, what 
meaning the clergy of the limitarian sects, give to 
the word ** hell." Let it be what it may, or located 
where it may, we have the positive declaration of 
God, that it is destined to be destroyed. ** O death, 
I will be thy plagues, O. Grave — (Hebrew, Sheol 
— Greek Hades — English, HELL,) — I will be thy 
DESTRUCTION ! !" (Ilosca xii. 14.) 



FAILURE TO MEET THE POINT. 

In many instances Elder Backus« either willfully 
or i^norantly evades the point of the extract ht 
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fmoles from my speeches, and introduces passages 
of seriptare^whiob have not the slightest bearing 6r 
relerancy to the subject in hand. I will give a few 
samples of this kind of procedure. 
On page 17, we find the following : 

** AoflTiif . •— Christ came to save men (rom sio, aiid taot 
firom puBMhment. (Debate, pege 34.) 

BiBLt. — "Jesus delivered us from wrath to come., (i 
Thet. i* 10.) 

The Elder well knows the position I maintained, 
was, that Christ came to save men from siriy and not 
from the punishment justly due the wicked for 
crimes already committed. The passage he quotes 
has no bearing against this point. It does not assert 
that Jesus delivers from wrath or punishment due 
|MU< transgression. Bathe delivers from wrath to 
come, by saving from sin, which if committed, would 
justly incur and receive punishment. In no place 
does the Bible declare Christ came to save men from 
punishment justly due ; but always insists he came 
to save them from sin. 



** AusTiH.— -The atonement effected by Christ, wiU not de- 
tifoed to save men from endless punishment.'' (Debate, paf e 
636.) . 

" BiBLB.*— From what then did he 'by his own blood obtain 
sternal redemption for us.' (Heb. ix. 12.) 'He became the 
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.' (Heb. 
V, 9. (Eternally saved hrom what?) * How shall we escape 
tf we neglect so great salvation.' (H^ii. 3.) Escape what f 
' Bscue the damation of helL' (Matt, xj^ii. 33.) ' Etsnis^ 
• ' '" (Mark iii. 29.) (Backut, page 21.) 
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Here is a precious specimen of cutting the scrip* 
tures in pieces to patch up an old and tattered creed. 
He inquires from what did Christ obtain eternal re- 
demption, and eternal salvation ? I answer from sin, 
evil, temptation, and all the dire results which flow 
from them. In answer to the inquiry of the Apos- 
tle, ** How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation ?" — he says St. Paul means, How shall 
we escape "the damnation of hell," and "eternal dam- 
nation," This is a most willful perversion of the 
scriptures. St. Paul makes no such answers to his 
question. And the Elder is compelled falsely to put 
words m his mouth to extort such a reply from him. 
St. Paul was addressing Jews, and the subject clear- 
ly shows he spoke in reference to their peculiar 
'condition as a nation. The salvation which he men- 
tioned, was a salvation from the destruction which 
was then impending over that wicked people, and 
which a few years afterwards came upon all of them 
who rejected Christianity. 



" Austin .«— What is meant by justification t Clearly noc 
what it is claimed to be— a work wrought for the sinner by 
Christ, giving himself a sacrifice to the justice of an oifended 
Deity." ( Debate, page 76.) 

BiBLX — '' Christ hath loved us and hath given himself for 
us an ofTering and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet snocUing 
savor." (Eph. V. 2.) " For even Christ^our passover, is sw- 
rificed for us." (1 Cor. v. 7.) (Backus, page 24.) 

2* 
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Here is an instance, (and many others might be 
quoted,) which shows how impossible it is for the 
reader of Elder Backus' book, to form any just con- 
ception of my sentiments, by the manner he quotes 
me. I admit and believe that Christ gave himself 
a sacrifice hr as, in the Bible sense of that phrase. 
He toiled, suffered and died, for the benefit of the 
world, as the good frequently labor to give aid and 
comfort to the needy and suffering. In this sense, 
he gave himself a ^^ sacrifice^* for us. And this is 
the meaning of the passages above quoted. But I 
do not believe Christ gave himself a ** sacrifice " for 
men in such a sense as to screen them from punish- 
ment justly incurred by their wickedness, as Elder 
Backus and his co-lab«^reis insist. This would be a 
palpable violation of justice. And to advocate such' 
a system, is highly immoral— encouraging as it does, 
the wicked to sin with a high hand. Can a wicked 
mkn desire more encoura«;ement than to be taught a 
way is provided whereby he can sin and yet be 
screened from the punishment he justly deserves ? 



** Austin.— In no passage of scripturo is it intimated that 
justification takes the place of punishment due the sinner, or 
that it saves him from just and deserved punishment." (Ge- 
bat,page77.) 

BiBLK. — " Much more then being: now justified by his blood 
we fihall be saved froqi wrath through him." (Bom. v. 9.) 
Wrath is punishment. See Austin, page 710, of Debate. 
(Backus, page 27.) 
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The same explanation of *• wrath to come," given 
on page 48, will also apply to this qaotation. 



" Austin. — To be saved from sin is not to be sared from 
punishment due past sinii/' ( Debate, page 80. ) 

BiBLK.— ** Whom God hath set forth to be n propitiation 
through faith in his blood t6 declare his riglitconsnesd for tho 
remission of sins that are past." (Rom. iii. 2j.) (BackuSj 
page 27.) 

How perfectly blind a hatred of God's holy tralh 
of Universal reconciliation, will, make a bignted op- 
poser. Elder Backns does not see, (.)r he flatters 
himself his readers will be too stupid to see,) that 
the passage he quotes from the Bible, speaks of a 
remission of SIN ; while in ihe langua^je he gives 
from me, I am speaking of punishment justly due 
for sin already committed. Every discriminating 
mind will immediately perceive, that to remit «?n, is 
one thing; but to remit punishment justly due the 
sinner, is a very different thing. That sin, or the 
guilt resting on the sinner, shall be remitted— i« e. 
his guilt blotted out on due repentance, is a scripture 
djctrine which I advocated in the discussion with 
Elder Holmes.* But salutaiy punishment is one of 
the MEANS that brings men to the repentance which 
merits snch a remission. Hence to save from pun- 
ishment, would be to omit an important part of the 



• S^ pages 62, 63, Holmes and Ausliri's Debate. 
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process whereby Qod leads the wicked at length to 
merit a blotting out of the remembrance of th«ir 



'* AcSTiK. — ^Why should a Deity of iufinite wisdom annex a 
penalty to bis law, and then immediately proceed to provide a 
wa avoid its infliction when justly incurred." (Debate, 
pafir 2.) 

BiBLE.^" That in the ages to come he might show the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace in his kindness towards us through 
Christ Jesus." (Eph. ii. 7.) **Even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight." v^latt. xi) 26.) (Backus, page* 
33.) 

I can give no other name to the method in which 
the Elder attempts to reply to my inquiry, than lo 
call it exceedingly foolish. He quotes scripture 
in such manner as to make it utter the most arrant 
absurdity. These passages were not uttered by the 
inspired servants of God, with the slightest refer- 
ence to the point involved in my question. In thus 
quoting them, as a reply to my inquiry. Elder Back* 
us has become guilty of a palpable perversion of the 
scriptures. In fact, he so quotes the Bible as to 
make it charge upon God a monstrous absurdity and 
folly, in arranging his government over man. My 
inquiry was, "Why should a Deity of infinite wis- 
dom, annex a penaly to his law, and then immedi- 
ately proceed to provide a way to avoid its inflic- 
tion, when justly incurred?" The object of the ar- 
gument in which this inquiry occurs, was to show 
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lh*t God would not proceed in a manner so in viola- 
tion of comnu)n wisdom and prudence. Bat Elder 
Backus in his reply, virtually acknowledges that 
Deity has committed a blunder of this absurd nature ; 
and then so wrests the scripture as to make them as- 
sign as a reason, that Qod proceeds in this manner in 
order to show " the exceeding riches of his grace/* 
etc. I trust the reader will remember the charge of 
imbecility which Elder Backus thus makes on the 
Creator. Suppose our Legislature should pass a 
law affixing a certain penalty for a given crime, and 
should then immediately add a proviso, which would 
allow every criminal very easily to escape that pen- 
alty ? What would be thought of their wisdom and 
intelligence ? This is the procedure Elder Back- 
us, and his advisers, attribute to a God of infinite 
wisdom ! 

As to the irrelevancy of the last quoted passage, 
" Even so. Father," etc., it can be shown by apply- 
ing it to another inquiry. The Catholic believes his 
priest has power to change bread into the flesh of 
Christ, and wine into his blood. I have no doubt, 
Elder Backus denies this power. Suppose he in- 
quires how it is that God gave this ability to Catho- 
lic priests, and not to other clergymen ? The Catho- 
lic replies by piously quoting the passage ** Even so. 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight." Would 
the Elder be satisfied ? Would he consider it a rett- 
•onable and manly answer ? Yet his book is filled 
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with precisely such perverted scripture aoswen to 
arguments. I protest against this practice oi fio 
quoting God's word, as to make it sanction the most 
wretched absurdities that the ignorant brain of man 
has ever devised! 



"AcSTiit.— What induces true repentance? It is pain, ajo- 
gu\fhf siirrow, or iu other words, punisluneiit minglrd with s 
sense of the goodness of the Bring whose wise and benevo- 
lent laws we have broken." (Debate, page 64.) 

BiBLi.— Judas had ** pain, anguish, sorrow," ** with a sense 
of the giioduess of the being " he had injured, afui what was 
his repentance ? Read and see. " Then Judas who had be- 
trayed him when he saw that he was condemned, repented 
himself saying, 1 have sinned in that 1 have betrayed innocent 
blood ; and he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, 
and departed, and went and banged himself." (Matt, xxvii. 
8—5.) ** And ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abi- 
ding in him." (1 John iii. 15.) (Backus, page 33.) 

In this quotation the Elder has cut his own fingers 
without being conscious of it. I asserted that pain, 
anguish, sorrow, with other means, tended to bring 
the sinful to repentance. He wants to deny that re- 
pentance is the result of punishment, because it con- 
flicts with his most beautiful doctrine of endless 
punishment. Yet he immediately quotes a passage 
which shows that it wasanguis(h, sorrow, pain, which 
brought Judas to repentance ! As to the kind of re- 
pentance he experienced, it evidently was genuine. 
The proof of this fact is seen, in that he brought 
back the money he had received £or hia betrayal, 
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and refused to make use of the fruit of his wicked' 
ucss. This is an evidence of sincerity in repentance 
I would to God many who are now in evangelical 
churches, would give. Let them do as Judas did, 
restore their ill gotten wealth, and then they will af- 
ford good evidence that their repentance is genuine. 
It is not by any means certain that Judas hanged 
himself. The Greek word apegzato, which, in the 
passage under consideration, is translated ** hanged 
himself,^* is by the very best critics rendered " was 
choked.^* *Dr. Adam Clarke, Wakefield, and other 
commentators, contend that the meaning of the pas- 
sage is, that Judas, when convinced that he had be- 
trayed ** innocent blood," repented so deeply of his 
wickedness, that he was choked or suffocated with 
excessive grief. In Acts it reads — **Now this man 
[Judas] purchased a field with the reward of iniqui- 
ty ; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the 
midst, and all his bowels gushed out." (Acts. i. 18.) 
Rev. John Jones, an English orthodox writer, ex- 
plains the manner of Judas* death as follows : ** So 
sensible became the traitor of the distinguished rank 
which he forfeited, and of the deep disgrace in which 
he precipitated himself, by betraying his master, that 
he was seized with such violent grief, as occasioned 
the rupture of his bowels, and ended in suffocation, 
and death." Dr. Adam Clarke contends stoatly for 
the salvation of Judas. (See his Commentary, at 
conclusion of the first chapter of Acts.) 
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I cannot conceive what bearing 1 John iii. 15, can 
have on this subject. 5[o one supposes that a mur* 
derer, while committing his bloody deeds, or indulg- 
ing in a murderous spirit, has " eternal life, (see 
John xvii. 3,) abiding in him." But when the mur- 
derer repents of his sins, and turns from his wicked 
ways, he is a murderer no longer. Can he not then 
enjoy eternal life ? Universalists believe that in due 
time all murderers will be brought to repentance, 
either in this world or the next. How many murder- 
ers, having ** experienced religion" in t^e orthodox 
sense of the phrase, have according to that doctrine, 
been launched from the gallows directly into heaven, 
while those they murdered, according to the same doc- 
trine, were sent suddenly into an endless hell ! ! 
This is carrying things much further than Universal- 
ists go. We believe no murderer will enter heaven 
after death, until a long course of discipline and in- 
struction prepares him for that high and holy abode. 



" AusTiK. — God is perfect, his government is perfect, an-i 
in iu final results it will bring all men to a state of perfect bo* 
Jiness and happiness.'^ (Debate, page 231.) 

Bible.— "** And whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of fire." (Rev. xx.) 
'* There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked." (Isaiah 
Ivii. 21.) " The wicked shaU be'iumed into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God." (Ps. ix. 17.) (Backus, pago 42.) 

What relevancy have these passages, to the posi- 
tion they are quoted to overthrow ? Do they deny 
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that God 18 perfect, or that his government is per- 
fect, or that in its final results, it will hring all men 
to a state of perfect holiness and happiness ? They 
deny nothing of this, and have no allusion to these 
points. " The lake of fire," and the *» hell" men- 
tioned, are simply figurative descriptions of the pun- 
ishment God lays upon the sinful. But the scrip- 
tures do not assert these punishments to be endless. 
They cannot be endless ; for it is a Bible doctrine 
that punishment shall work a beneficial influence on- 
those who receive it. (See Heb. xii. 5-11.) 



" AnsTiM. — God's ioiritis is irresistable in its operatioiij." 
(Debate, page 489.) 

Bible. — " Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost. At your 
fathers did, so do ye." (Acts, vii. 51.) (Backus, page 43.) 

The only object Elder Backus has in this quota- 
tion, is to cause the reader to believe that man has 
the power to resist God, in the accomplishment of his 
purposes. If the creature possess this ability at one 
time, he will at all times. How then can God inflict 
endless punishment on any sinner ? Should he at- 
tempt to do so, the sinner will resist — and succes' 
fully too, in this case, if he has the power to resist 
God successfully in any case. This whole idea that 
men can resist or thwart the purposes of the Eternal, 
is in the highest degree inconsistent. It destroys the 
sovereignty of God, and reduces him to the misera- 
ble predicament of being able only to do such thinfi 
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as his creatures will permit him— or as they will be 
pleased not to resist him in doing. The passage quo- 
ted from Acts, conveys no such childish sentiment. 
It is simply a form of expression, asserting that the 
Jews had long sinned against God — against his spirit, 
and his government. The Elder in his haste to 
overthrow his neighbor's edifice, blindly undermines 
his own. I' is a fundamental principle in Calvin- 
ism, that God's spirit is irresistible in its operations ! 
It is on this ground that the Calvinists predicate their 
doctrine of "the effectual calling" of the elect, by 
God's spirit. The Bible declares in emphatic lan- 
guage, that none can resist or withstand God. See 
Dan. iv. 35. 



"AoiTiN.— It 18 my decided belief that salvation can- 
not be experienced except by terms enjoined by Christ. But 
I believe all will comply with the terms laid down, and that in 
this way they will all bo saved." (Debate, pa§e 364.) 

Bible.—** But there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall l*e false teachers among you, who 
privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying; the Lord 
that bought them and bring upon themselves swift destruc- 
tion." (2 Pet. ii. I.) (Backus, page 58.) 

My very candid reviewer has garbled my language 
again. The entire sentence reads as follows : 

" The brother declares 1 cannot produce a pissage of scrip- 
ture which pays that salvation can bo cxptrienced, without 
complying with the terms of the gospel. I do not wish to find 
such a pussa^^e. It is my decided belief thnt salvation cannot 
ba experienced except by compliance with the terms enjoined 
by Christ. But I believe all will comply with the terms laid 
dowo, nod that in this way^ they will be vaved. u it Uio ob- 
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ject of Chrisf 8 reign to briug all men into a compliance witb 
gotpel terms. And the mo«t inveterate sinner cannot alwa^t 
withstand liim. His heart, in due time, will be mdted. 

For reasons best known to himself, the Elder omit- 
ted the words ** by compliance with the." Does bo 
mean to convey the idea that it is a ** damnable her- 
esy," to declare that men cannot be saved except by 
compliance with the terms enjoined by Christ ? 

Does he show that all men will not comply with 
the terms of the gospel in process of time, and thus be 
allowed to experience salvation ? No; he makes no 
attempt of this description, and dare not. He knows 
it is ont of his power. But with a strange short- 
sightedness, he quotes a passage of scripture which 
describes most graphically the obtrusion of the class 
of theologians to which he belongs, into the chris- 
tian church, in the dark ages. Mark ! These "false 
teachers " brought privately into the church ** dam- 
nable heresies" — i. e. heresies which denounce end- 
less damnation on all who refuse to receive them 
Could any language more perfectly represent those 
self-styled evangelical clergymen, who, having fallen 
into some of the darkest and grossest errors of heath- 
enism, darii gly *^ deal damnation round the land," 
on those who take more enlightened views of the 
scriptures ! The other passages quoted, instruct at 
as to the punishment which God will send on those 
who bring in and propagate these *^ heresies of dam- 
xvation*" 



d by Google 



60 REVIEW OF 



'* Austin*.— -1 repudiate the idea of ponishing men eoleljfor 
example sake and with no aim or desire for their good." (De- 
bate, page 24.) 

Bible.—" Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the citie» 
about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornica- 
tion, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire."* (Jude 7.) " Ma- 
king them an ensampic unio those who af^er should live un- 
godly." (2 Pet. ii. 6.) (Backus, page G2.) 

This 19 another, among a multitude of instances io 
Elder Backus' book, where it is impossible for the 
reader to obtain a correct understanding of my true 
position, without reading my arguments in full. This 
however, is not what the Elder wants. He wishes 
my positions not to be understood. I am compelled 
to believe from this and other instances, that he cuts 
out sentences from my language, with an express 
object to pervert them. In the Debate I declared my 
belief that God did punish the wicked for example^ 
sake, as these passages set forth. But I insisted that 
this was not all he punished for. There is an addi- 
tional object at which the Father of spirits aims in 
punishment, viz : the good, the amendment and re- 
formation of the sinner. 



•' Austin. — To suppose that Deity would take any step, en- 
act any law, or inflict any penalty, which would result in fix- 
ing vast multitudes in endless misery, is to suppose him affect- 
ed by greater blindness, ignorance, and stupkUty, than has ever 



* AiONiou age-lasting fire, or punishment. 
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been exhibited by earthly rulers in all time. (Debate, pace 
125.) 

BiBLK. — " Nay but, O m?«% who art thou that repliest 
against God 1 (Shall the thing iomied say to him that formed 
it, Wby hast thou made me thus!" etc. (Backus, page 64.) 

Elder Backus has garbled my language in the 
above extract, for the purpose of weakening the po- 
sition I took. The entire sentence reads as follows : • 

" To supose that Doily, in establishing a government to pro- 
mote the good of all men — to bring all to obedience to the 
commandments which require them to love God supremely, 
and their neighbor s as themselveg, would take any step, enact 
any law, or inflict any penalty, which would result in 6xiDg vast 
multitudes in endless disobedience, hatred and miseiy— is to 
suppose him affected by .greater blindness, ignorance and Mtt> 
pidity, than lias ever been exhibited by earthly rulers in all 
time!!" 

It will be seen that the Elder knowingly omits the 
very pith of my argument, in leaving out three 
lines. The proposition was that to suppose God 
in establishing a government over man, for his good 
— for the purpose of bringing him to obedience — 
would affix any penalty, which would frustrate that 
object, and keep him in everlasting disobedience, is 
to attribute him a lack of discernment more palpable 
than was ever exhibited by the most short-sighted 
of earthly rulers. Every reader must see the sound- 
ness of this declaration. How does Elder Backus 
endeavor to destroy its force ? By quoting a pas- 
sage of scripture which has no more bearing upon it, 
than it has upon the moon. In this passage the 
Apostle has especial^ reference to God's dealings with 
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Pharaoh, and also to the conrse he was about to pur- 
sue with the Jew^s at th& t time, in casting them away 
as his chosen people. This is the opinion of Dr. 
Clarke. (See his comments on Rum. ix. 22.) But 
Elder Backus applies it to the final condition of 
mankind, on the principle of election and reproba- 
tion. Here is enlightened theology for you ! ! 

The presumption of the Elder in making St. Paul 
rebuke in this instance, that which he never intend- 
ed to rebuke, is forcibly exhibited in the following 
passage, which Dr. Clarke quotes with approbation 
from John Goodwin, an orthodox writer : ** I scarce 
know any passage of the scripture more frequently 
abused than this. When men in the great questions 
of predestination and reprobation, bring forth any 
text of scripture, which they conceive makes for 
their notion — though the sense they put upon it be 
ever so uncouth and dissonant from the true meaning 
of the Holy Glio-t — yet if any man contradict, they 
frequently fall upon him with — * Nay^ but O man 
ujho art thou?^ As if St. Paul had left them his heirs 
and successors in the infallibility of his spirit! But 
when they call a solid answer to their groundless 
conceits about the meaning of the scriptures, a re- 
plying against God, it savors more of the Spirit who 
was seen falling like lightning from heaven, than of 
hil who saw him in this his fall ! !" 
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" AuSTf H.— AH nations wlio ever have, do now, or will her**- 
after exist on the eaith, all whom Gud ha« made^ or ever will 
make in our world, shull in due time be brought into a condi- 
tion of mind and heurt to worship the Lord in the beauty of 
hi:» holiness." (Debate, pasfe 331.) 

BiBLK. — ** When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then s^hall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory. And befiire him shall he gafherrd all na- 
tions, and he shall scpuratc them, one from another as a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep fnim the goats. And he shall set the 
sheep on his right hand, but the g«iats on the Ifft. Then shall 
the king say to them on his right hand. Come ye blessed of my 
Father inherit the kinjidoni prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the wrrld. Then shall he say olso to them on the kft 
huni. Depart fi*om me ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prrpar> 
ed f<)r the Devil and his* angels. And these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteims into life ^etemal." 
(.Math. XXV. 31-46.) *' For the nation and kingdom ibai will 
not serve thee shall perish." (Isa. Ix. 12.) (Backus, page 
48) 

The Elder sees nothing in the declaration he quotes 
from me, to admire — nothing to love. His heart, un- 
moved, turns fiom the glorious idea calculated to 
make angels rejoice; and he seeks for something in 
God*8 own word, that shall, at least seemingly^ con- 
tradict a sentiment which clothes the Deity wiih the 
highest honor. To overthrow the doctrine that all 
men shall be fitteti to worship and love God, he 
quotes the parable of the Sheep and the Goats. 
This parable has no reference to the scenes of a fu- 
ture world. It is evident from the face of it, as well 
as the connection in which it is found, that it is in- 
tended to describe the setting up of the Gospel Dis- 
pensation, and the separation of the Jews, who re- 
fused to receive the Redeemer, his Apostles and hit 
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Gospel, from those Gentile nations, who gladly list- 
ened to his heralds arid embraced his religion. The 
** Devil and his angels," signifies the enemies of the 
Jews, into whose power they were cast at the 
overthrow and dispersion of their nation. The "ev- 
erlasting fire," (pur to aiomote— age-lastimg puk- 
isHMENT,) and ** everlasting punishment," (aioniou 
kolcLsin — age-lasting punishment,) into which those 
on the left hand were cast, represent the long national 
punishment which God inflicted on the Jews, and 
which continues to this day. 

The last passage, quoted from Isaiah, simply 
teaches, that any nation or kingdom which does not 
serve God, and walk in his statutes, shall perish, as 
a nation — shall become utterly extinct as a distinct 
people. This is a great truth which all history fully 
corroborates. But as individuals, these people on 
repentance of sin, whether in this world or the fu* 
:ure, are accepted and blessed of God, agreeably to 
his promise. (See Isa. Iv. 7.) 



"Austin.— The doctriiM of endless punishment is not 
taught in the Old Testament." (Debate, page 463.) 

Bible. — ** He that being often reproved budeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed and that without remedy." (Prov. 
xxix. 1.) '* The wicked shall be turned into bell, and all the 
nations that forget God." (Ps. i%. 11.) [If hell here means 
only the grave, then the righteous are turned into bell with th« 
wicked.] (Backus, page 67.) 
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It is frankly admitted by many eminent orthodox 
commentators, that the doctrine of endless punish- 
ment is not positively taught in the Old Testament. 
But Elder Backus, being " wise above what is writ- 
ten," asserts the contrary. What are his proofs? 
He introduces the passage from Proverbs, of *• de- 
struction without remedy." This passage is ex- 
plained in my Debate with Mr. Holmes. Every 
sensible man will see that the phrase "without rem- 
edy," is not designed to describe the nature or dura- 
tion of the " destruction," or punishment, but it» 
CERTAINTY ! The plain meaning is, that those who 
continually harden their necks against reproof, shall 
certainly be punished; and there is no ** remedy'* 
that can screen them from that punishment. 

As Elder Backus quotes here, and in several other 
places, passages of scripture in which the word "de- 
struction " occurs, giving the reader to understand 
that they inculcate the doctrine of endless punishment, 
a few words of explanation now, will suffice for all. 
•• Destruction " literally signifies annihilation. Put 
such is not its scriptural meaning. The original 
Greek word translated "destruction," is olethron. It 
signifies pain, suffering:, punishment of any descrip- 
tion. But in no case does it mean endlesi punish- 
ment. This is evident from the scriptural usage of 
the word. A few instances will settle this point. 
" To deliver such an one unto Satan, [his ad\ ersary] 
for the DESTRUCTION [olethron] of the flesh, that 
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the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord." (I 
Cor. V. 5.) Here it is seen destruction does not pre- 
vent ultimate salvation. The Bible speaks of help- 
ing, delivering and saving those who have destroyed 
themselves. *»0 Israelr thou hast destroyed thy- 
self ; but in me is thy HELP.*^ (Hosea xiii. 9.) 
** Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and 
he saveth them out of their distresses. He sent his 
word and healed them, and delivered them from 
their destructions:' (Ps. cyii. 19, 20.) ^' Thou torn- 
est man to destruction ; and sayest returx ye chil- 
dren of men." (Ps. xc 3.*) 

If Elder Backus is an honest and candid the- 
ologian, an^d desires to give his readers a correct un- 
derstanding of the scriptures, why did he conceal 
these passages, which would give them a correct 
understanding of the meaning of the word ** destruc- 
tion?" He was not ignorant oi i\\cu existence in 
the Bible, for he read thera in my replies to Mr. 
Holmes. In thus concealing them, I charge .him 
with an attempt to deceive the public on this subject. 
And all his clerical advisers in this city, are also 
implicated in this deception. - 

As to the word hell, in the passage he quotes from 
Ps. ix. 11, it does not in that place signify the ^raz^e. 
Hence the Elder's criticism goes for nothing. The 
word sheol — hell — in this place, signifies the pain 

♦ See Holmes and Austin's Debate, page 705^ 706., 
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and wretchedness which the wicked bring upon 
themselves by their iniquity. While enduring that 
wretchedness, they are in hell — in the same hell that 
David experienced, when he exclaimed, ** The sor- 
rows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell 
gat hold upon me/* (Ps. cxvi. 3.) It is the same 
hell from which David was delivered. — ** Great is 
thy mercy towards me ; and thou hast delivered my 
soul from the lowest hell." (Ps. Ixxxvi. 13.) 
Wheti men do wrong they feel the pangs of this hell. 
1 have no doubt when Elder Backus was preparing 
the deceptive book he has put forth, "the jains of 
hell gat hold upon him." He was conscious he was 
deceiving the public in regard to many important 
points in religion, and that consciousness stung him, 
and made his task anything but pleasant. 



" AusiiN.-— All ahall cheoi fully bow in heartfelt love before 
the Prince of Peace, and yield him the honor wh'\ch rightfully 
belongs to him . ** ( Debate, page 362. ) 

BiBi-,E.— " For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and with the 
tramp of God." (I Thess. iv. 16.) " The Loid Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming 6re, t*- 
king vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not the 
gospel of our Lord JeSus Christ: who shall be punished with 
everlafiing destruction* from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of his power, when he shall come to be glori- 

" * Aiomou— A«€-l.ASTiif o punishment* 
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fipd in his saintii, nnd to be admired in all diem that belieye in 
that day." {2 Thess. i. 7-10.) (Buckuis page 74.) 

Do the passages here quoted, declare or intimate 
that an event so glorious and desirable es that as- 
serted in my language, shall not take place, in the 
ultimate results of the Redeemer's reign ? Not in 
the least. The Apostle uses the language quoted, in 
especial reference to God's dealings with his ancient 
Iieople, the Jews, and not in regard to the final con- 
dirion of mankind. The word *» destruction" is ex- 
plained in the preceding page.* 



" Austin.— The sufferings of Christ were not expiatory.*' 
(Debate, page 536.) 

Bible. — "God has 8«»nt his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.'* (IJohniv. 10.) (i.e. The atoning or expiatory 
sacrifice for our sins. See Webster.) (Backus, page 22 ) 

In the commendation of Elder Backus' book in 
the Northern Christian Advocate, the above is the 
only extract quoted by the Methodist editor, as a 
specimen of the manner in which the Elder shows 
*' the fallacy of Mr. Atistin's statements." The bril- 
liancy of intellect and depth of penetration exhibi- 
ted by this editor, in supposing Elder Backus has ex- 
posed a fallacy in my assertion above given, can but 
excite the admiration of the community. Let us 
test this matter. To give the reader a full under- 
standing of my meaning, which Elder Backus with 

* For an explanation ol 2 Tbesa. i 7-10, aoe HolmM and 
▲uMin't Debate, pages 705-708. 
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hit Qsnal fairness, was very careful not to do, I will 
qxuAe tbe entire sentence. 

** The sufFerings of Christ were not expiatory— they were 
not to screen men from the just punishment of their sins. It 
is the undivided testin^ony of the scriptures that each man must 
suffer for his sins in his own person. The sufferings of Christ 
were in the behalf of mankind, and not in their stead. He 
labored, suffered, died for us, as one friend or brother should 
suffer for another — for our benefit, our spiritual improvement, 
our.pennitnent happiness. This great fact forms the most 
beautiful trait in the character of Jesus. Having thus suffer^ 
ed for us, he could with much propriety exhort us to imitate 
his example, and be willing to labor and suffer fur one another, 
if need be." 

Does Elder Backus quote any passage of scrip- 
ture which contradicts the view I have taken of the 
snSerings of Christ ? Does he introduce a word from 
the sacred volume, which declares the suflferings of 
the Redeemer WERE expiatory^ and were designed to 
screen men from the just punishment of their sins ? 
The reader will see he doest not. He simply quotes 
a jpar^ of 1 John iv. 10, the -whole of which reads as 
follows: " Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins." *»And 7io< for ours only," 
says the same Apostle, ^^ but also for the sins of the 
WHOLE WORLD !" (1 John ii. 2.) 

Are Elder Backus, his clerical assistants in this 
work, and the editor of the Methodist paper, all so 
ignorant of the scriptures, as to believe the Apostle 
used the word "propitiation " to teach the licentious 
doctrine, that Christ suffered to screen the wicke4 
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from the just ptinishment of their sins? Sucli se^iBB 
to be their profound view. If it is correct, then tb^r 
central doctrine of endless punishment, is hXne* For 
St. John declares that Christ is the propitiation *'for 
the sins of the whole world '* — i. e. according to their 
enlightened exegesis, he will screen the ivkele world 
from the just punishment due their ainsl 

Webster's definition of *' propitiation," as used by 
the Apostle, is of no more value or weight, than that 
of any other scholar, educated in the belief €i the 
common notions regarding the atonement. He gives 
the word a sectarian, and not the New Testament 
meaning. The word " propitiation " translated from 
^Hlasmos,^^ or ^^ ilasterion,^* when used in reference 
to Christ, is a figurative expression, drawn from the 
** mercy-seat" of the ancient Jewish Temple, (see 
Heb. ix. 5,) signifying that in him, or through him, 
the creature will meet in, harmony the Creator, and 
" the whole world," at length be brought to at-one- 
ment [atonement] or reconciliation with God.* 



IGNORANCE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

Among the many remarkable traits which charac- 
terize the book Elder Backus and his coadjutors have 
put forth, not the least is the ignorance of the scrip- 

• See Holmes and Austin^ Debate, page 53f . 
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tnres maiiileated by its author or authors, in refer- 
ence to muny important passages* Thk ignOTanoe 
might be pardoned in those who have not given their 
aUention to theology as a profession. But in men 
i^Ov like these Auburn divines, have made the study 
of the scriptures their sole business for years, and 
who set themselves up as aufkorized teachers of re- 
ligiooy this ignorance is the more surprising and re- 
prehensible. What confidence can the public put in 
expositions of scripture made by clergymen who are 
continually blundering in respect to the most plain 
and simple passages ? I will furnish as many ex- 
amines as my space will allow. 

" AvsTiN.— A moral man is one who is honest, temperate, 
(aiv in his business transactions, pure in all his habits, benevo* 
lent and ftiendly in his intercourse with all men. Eider 
Helmes acknowledges his doctrine condemns all such men to 
heU unleas they bow down to the tenets of orthodoxy.*' (De- 
bate, page 662.) 

BiBLK.— '** Knowing that a man is not justified by the works 
of the law htjx by the faith of Jesus Christ. For by the works 
of the law shall no flesh be justified." (Gal. ii. 16.) No man is 
justified by the law in the sight of God. (Gal. iii. 11.) "There- 
fere by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sitghtT" (Rum. iii. 20.) *■ Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things written in the book of the law to do 
them*" (Gal. iii. 10 ). " For whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet ofiend in one point, he is guilty of all." (Janaes 
ii. 10.) (Backus, page 12.) 

I desire the reader to notice and remember, that 
Elder Backus does not deny that modern orthodoxy 
condemns to an endless hell, every good, benevolent, 
honest man on earth, who cannot adopt it« teaetf* 
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Moreover I ask every fair-minded reader, what be 
thinks of a system of religion, which thmsts snob 
men down to eternal suHering, while it promises sal- 
vation to every rogue, and infamous wretch, wlio 
will believe its doctrines, and at the close oi Hfe, 
join a partialist church ! 

Bat let me call attention to the ignorance of scripture 
exhibited by Elder Backus in the above quotations. 
By "the law," in the passages quoted, the Elder ig- 
ttorantly supposes St. Paul and St. James, refer to 
the moral law of the Creator, viz : love to God and 
love to man. (See Matt. xxii. 36--40 ) And he en- 
deavors to have his readers suppose the Bible teaches 
that it is of no avail to fulfill this law, unless men at 
the same time, believe the partialist faith. The sa- 
cred writers designed no such absurd construction of 
their languoge. They had no reference to the moroZ 
law of God ; but the word ** law " in every passage 
here quoted, refers to the Jewish ceremonial law. 
This is evidently the opinion of Dr. Adam Clarke. 
(See his comments on Gal. iii. 24, 25.) The rites 
and ceremonies of the Jewish law, had become use- 
less under the new and better dispensation of the gos- 

p«i. 



** Ad ^Tiw.— Forgiveness or pardon is the frait or reward of 
repentance.'* (Debate, page 65.) 

Bible.—'* For the gifts and callings of God arc without re- 
I>entaDc«.*' (Rom. xi. 39,) (liackus, pa^e 35.) 
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It ia seldom a more pitiable display of ignorance oi 
the scriptures is seen in a clergyman, than this. El- 
der Backus (and his clerical advisers should share 
this charge of ignorance,) supposes the passage to 
teach that God bestows his ^' gifts and callings," on 
his creatures, without repentance on their patt. If 
this is not his understanding of St. Paul's words, 
then there was no relevancy in quoting the passage 
in opposition to my position. The true meaning of 
the Apostle is, that in bestowing his blessings, God 
never repents — i. e. never changes his principles of 
action, his plans and purposes. I will give Dr. 
Clarice's explanation of this passage. He says: 
** The gifts which God has bestowed upon them, [the 
Je^s] the callings the invitation, with which he has 
favored them, he will never revoke. In reference to 
this point, there is no change of mind in. him.'' The 
Lord have mercy on those who depend on Elder 
Backus and his allies for instruction in the scrip- 
tures ! ! 



<* AuaTXM. — It is God's will, his pm^pose, bis determination 
—that all men shall be saved and come to the knowledge of 
the troth." (Debate, page 271 ) 

Bible.—** The time is at band. He that is unjust, let him 
be unjust still, and he which is filthv, lei him be filthy still,and 
ho that is holy, let him be holy still." (Rev. xxii. 11.) 
'♦Without holinss;*, no man shall see the Lord." (Ueb. xii. 
14.) (Backus, page 44.) 

The reader should bear in mind thAt the positioDs 
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which Elder Backus quotes from ray language, are 
fully sustained by arguments and scripture proofs, in 
my discussion with Mr. Holmes. Those arguments 
and proofs, the Elder dare not let his readers see. 
He quotes my naked propositions, divested of all 
their sustaining evidences. This he considered the 
most safe course for himself ; but it blinds and de- 
ceives his readers. Had he given but one of the 
scripture passages which I quoted in support of my 
position, above stated, it would have satisfied every 
mind of its soundness. I asserted it as God's ^1/ 
that all men should be saved, and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. My proof was St. Paul's lan- 
guage, who declares that God •* toill have all men to 
be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth.*' 
(1 Tim. ii. 4.) Elder Backus does not like to have 
the world believe this. Hence he seeks to overthrow 
it by quoting the language of the Revelator. In this 
he shows his ignorance of the scriptures. The pas- 
sage in Revelations has no bearing on the ultimate 
condition of mankind ; but refers expressly to an 
important era, which was about to arrive at the time 
the words were penned, viz : the judgments God was 
immediately to bring on the Jewish nation. This is 
evident from the first words quoted — ** The time is 
is at hand /" Eighteen hundred years ago, the time 
was then AT HAND ! Dr. Clarke shall show up 
the ignorance of Elder Backus and his advisers, on 
this subject. I quote Dr. Clarke frequently, because 
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it is «ti Aittbority to wliich tlie Elder and his Metho- 
dist astist^ts cannot object, as it belongs to tbeirown 
side of the house« Dr. Clarke says, in reference lo 
the passage from Kevelations : •* There are many 
sayings in this book, [Revelations] which if taken 
literally, would mtimate that the prophecies delivered 
in the whole of Apocalypse, were to be fnlfilled in a 
short time after their delivery to John. And this is 
Btnmg support of the scheme of Wetstein, and those 
that maintain that the prophecies of this book all re- 
ferred to those times in which the Apostles lived ; 
and to the disturbances which there took place not 
only aaKmg the Jews, but in the Roman empire.** 

The passage, ** Without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord," Universalists believe to be true. They 
have faith that all men will eventually be brought 
to a state of holiness, and will then be in a fitting 
condition to '* see," or enjoy the Lord. 



"Austin. — Strict justice requires the final happiness of al 
men." (Debate. pa«e 2St2.) \ 

BiBtK. — He " it in danger of eternal damnation." (Mark 
ill. 29.) How so, if " strict justice" forbids it, or if there is 
no such thing, as eternal damnation t Can one be in danger 
of that whidi is not and cannot be t ( Backus, page 45K) 

Elder Backus supposed this passage overthrew my 
position, because he was ignorant of the phrase 
"Eternal Damnation." He imagines it signifies 
e&dlflss wrelohed»ets. Bnt it has no sach maaoiiig. 



d by Google 



76 EBVIBW OF 



Tbe original words are—** aianiou kmeoi^^* wbieh 
«igmfy age4a8ting condemnation---^, kmg, but sot 
endless, punishment. 



" Austin. — Ita. Iv. 7. This divine invitation will stand for- 
ever for the acceptance of man. There is no time set, no limit 
fixed, no place designated when or where it shall cease. Let 
the wicked repent and return to God, and they shall be abond- 
antly pardoned, is the Standing Rule of Eternity." (Debate, 
page 145 ) 

BiBLi — ** Thero is a sin unto death." (1 JcAn v. H.) 
" Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto 
men. Whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall 
not be forgiven him, neither in thiit world, neidier in ik» woHd 
oo come." (Matt. xii. 3 1,32.) "' Unto him that blaspbMneth 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be f«)rgiven him.*' (Luke 
xii. 10.) " Hath never forgiveness." (Mark iii. 29.) (Back- 
us, page 63.) 

The Elder omits the most essential part of my 
language. Let me quote the whole sentence : 

** A wise and good earthly parent will at any time, allow his 
disobedient children to repent, reform, and return to obedi- 
ence and happiness. He will a<lopt no measure which he fore- 
;iees will result in fixing his children in disobedience. Much 
less would he, afVer a season, place them where they should 
have no oppoitunity to reform. We are compelled to reason 
in the same manner of our Heavenly Father. Why shi^uld 
he set a fixed time, and insist tliat if his blind children 
do not repent in that time, he will deny them the privi- 
lege of ever repenting 7 Why should their Heavenly Father 
place them in a condition where they would become eternally 
fixed in wickedness, and be compelled to blaspheme his name 
forever? No! whenever the sinner would repent, in any life, 
in any world, God allows it. Why should he not ? Who would 
be iojuK«d by it ? None, certaixdy — but all would be bf iiefitte4 ! 
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What savs the Bible 7 ' Let the wicked forrake hit wav, and 
^ unrightentu man his tboughu ; am) let him return onto the 

Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for 
he will ahundantly pardon/ (Isa. Iv. 7.) This divine invi- 
tation will stand forever, for the acceptance of man ! There 
is no time set, no limit 6xed, no place designated when or 
where It shall cease. Let the wicked repent ond return to 
God, and they shall be abundantly pardoned, is the ' Standing 
Rule* of eternity!!" 

How does Elder Backus attempt to overthrow 
this? The first passage be quotes, has not the. 
slightest bearing on the subject. In regard to the 
sin against the Holy Ghost, eminent orthodox com* 
mentators acknowledge that the phrase ** neither in 
this world, neither in the world to come" — signifies 
** neither in the Jewish age or dispensation, nor the 
gospel age or dispensation/' As to the phrase **hath 
never forgiveness,*' Dr. Clarke mentions <«fi different 
ancient versions of the New Testament, in which 
the word ** never" is not inserted in the passage. 
Allowing it to be genuine, the signification of m ton 
aiena^ is — ^** hath not forgiveness to the age." The 
learned Gilpin says of the sin against the Holy 
Ohost — "Nobody can suppose, considering the 
whole tenor of Christianity, that there can be any 
«n, which on repentance, may not be forgiven. 
This therefore seems only a strong way of express- 
ing the difficulty of such repentance, and the impos- 
•ibility of forgiveness without it." Dr. Clarke give* 
the following explanation of the sin against the Holy 
Qhost: **The ponishment of presumptuous sins, 
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under tbe Jewish law, to whick out Lord emdaUlif 
cMvdes^ certainly did not extend to the damnaiwnof 
the souU though the body was destroyed. Therefore I 
think that, though there was no such forgireness to 
be extended to this crime as to absolve the man from 
the panishment of temporal deaths yet on repentance, 
mercy might be extended to the soul ; and every sin 
may be repented of, under the gospel dispensation." 
The views thus expressed by Gilpin and Clarke, are 
entertained by Wakefield, Grotius, Rosenmuller, 
Pearce, and other eminent biblical scholars. Thus 
the sin against the Holy Ghost presents no obsta- 
cle to the final salvation of all mankind. Univcr- 
salists believe all who have ever committed it, will 
in the fullness of times, be brought to repentance of 
the same.* 



" AusTiji.— 'Mercy yearus ever them, and never can be ftat* 
isBed until they are brou^^bt to eiyoy the rich bledsing of heav- 
en." (Debate, page 202.) 

BiDLg. — ^'^For he shall have .judgment without mercy that 
hath showed no mercy, and mercy rejoiceth against judgment." 
(Jas. ii. 13.) [Perfectly satisfied.] (Backus, page 54.) 

My reviewer quotes this passage to prove that In- 
finite Mercy will be ''''perfectly satisfied^^ with the 
ENDLESS TORMENT of milUons of God's creatxires, 

* For a more full explanation of this passage, see Holmes 
and Anstin's Debate, page 70 J . '' 
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and will absolutely KEJOICE over them in that 
horrible condition. How consummate must be the 
ignorance of clergymen who will desecrate God's 
holy word to the upbuilding of a sentiment so blas- 
phemous as this. The Apostle never designed to 
propagate such a doctrine, in the passage above quo- 
ted. His meaning was, that those who have injured 
their fellow-beings without merey, shall receive every 
tilUe of the punishment they justly deserve, and no 
mercy shall save them from its inflictions. But 
when that punishment has been folly adn!inistered, 
and they are brought to repentance, then mercy can 
consistently be extended. The phrase ** mercy ?'€- 
joiceth against judgment," is one to which Dr. Clarke 
gives several explanations. One is — ** Ye shall be 
exalted by mercy above judgment." Another is — 
** For he [God] exalts mercy above judgment." And 
still another — ** A merciful man rejoices rather-in op- 
portunities of showing mercy, than in acting accord- 
ing to strict justice." Either of these are reasonable 
constructions. 



AoJTiN.-^Aiigtls are engaged in the work of completing 
it." (Debate, page 111.) 

Bible. — " The hai-vcst is the end of the world, and the 
r«apAr» are the angels. As therefore, the tares are gathered 
and burned in the fire, ^o shall it be in the end of this world.. 
The Son of man shall send forth his angels and they skftll 
gather out of hi» kingdom all things that offc^nd ana them 
\«1iich do iniquity, and shoU cast them into a fiimaos otfit** 
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Tbere »hall be wailing and gnaebing of teetb. Then sbilll ib» 
righteous shine furth as ihe sua in the kittgdom of their Fa* 
then Who hath ears to hear let him hear." (Matt. xiii. 
39-43.) (Backus, page 56.) 

To a hot-headed bigot, with his heart seared to 
all the gentle, elevated, persuasive influences of the 
gospel, who is determined recklessly to rush on to all 
lengths, in support of the Pagan doctrines of an an- 
gry god, raging devils, and a flaming hell, it may ap- 
pear perfectly right and honorable to quote such a 
fragment of a sentence from the opinions of one who 
differs from him. But I ask the upright, the candid 
portion of the community, those of all sects, who like 
to see ** fair play " in every case, whether they can 
obtain by the above quotation, the slightest idea of 
the point I was endeavoring to establish in the sen- 
tence from which it has been violently torn ? I ask 
them, moreover, whether they can sanction as just 
and right, this course of cutting out from the heart 
of a sentence, a few words which convey not a 
glimpse of the meaning of the author, for the pur- 
pose of making the reader believe it is contradicted 
.by the scriptures ? And further, I ask the truly 
christian part of the public to decide, what kind of 
principles must rest in the hearts of clergymen 
who in repeated instances in this book, have taken 
this dishonest way to overthrow the doctrine of God*a 
impartial goodness. 

To give the reader an opportunity to obtain 8om« 
id«it of my meaning in the words quoted above, I 
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will introduce the whole sentence. Speaking of the 
precious promise of Christ, that the law which re- 
quires us to love God supremely and our ncighhofS 
as ourselves, shall yet be perfectly fulfilled in every 
human being, my language was as follows : 

"It is Belf-evident that when all men are brought to 
cherish the spirit of love to God and their feilow-beincrs, then 
all will be holy and happy. Where peHcct love presides, there 
all is holiness and happiness! Gracious promise— precious 
pledge!! Love shall yet prevail throughout the Universe! 
Bvery created heart shaJi beat with the delicious nqiCure of its 
presence. God has purposed it— Christ is pledged to accom> 
plish it — angels are engaged in the work of completing it — 
the prayers of all good men and saints, are uttered for so de- 
sirable a consummation ! ! ! And who would prevent it ? Who 
can prevent it? What power can interfere to thwart it? 
What agency, what being, shall stand between God and the 
hearts of his creatures 1 Who will say — who dare say— that 
the Father of Spirits, shall not yet receive that which is so 
justly his due — the supreme lovo of every being formed in his 
image ?" 

Precisely to the extent that the readers of Elder 
Backus' book fall short of obtaining the meaning of 
this paragraph, in perusing the few words he quoted 
from me, has he and his advisers, done me injustice, 
in giving the meagre shred he has paraded above. 
It will require but a moment to show not only that 
the passage of scripture the Elder has introduced, 
has no bearing on my language, but that he is in the 
profoundest ignorance of its meaning. He is so lit- 
tle instructed in Bible phrasology, as childishly to 
mppoee that the words '* end of the world/* signify 
the end of the terrestrial world or earth. Whea tibe 
3» 
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word ** world" in this parable, refers to the earth, it 
is translated from ** kosmos,'* as in verse 38. But in 
the phrase "end of the world," the word "world," 
ia translated from aionos, and means " age." The 
whole phrase — ^'sunteleia tou aianos^' — signifies 
•• the end of the age.'''' Dr. Clarke says : ** Some 
learned men are of the opinion that the whole of 
this parable refers to the Jtwish state and people ; 
and that the word sunteleia tou aionos, which are 
commonly translated the end of the worlds should be 
rendered the end of the age, viz : the end of the Jew- 
i^ polity. That these words have this meaning in 
other places, there can he no douhtJ'^ Give the pas- 
aage this correct reading, and how does the Elder 
draw any support from it ? 



" AusTi¥.— If it can b© shown that any are in sio.and mis- 
eiy (aftet the Mediatorial Kingdom is delivered up into the 
hands of the Father,) I will abandon my doctrine." (Debate, 
poi^e 698. 

Bible. — "Then comefh the end, when he shall have deliv- 
ered up the kingdom to Gofl, even the Father. When he 
shall have put down all rule, and all authority and power, for 
be must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet." ( 1 
Cor. XV. 24, 25.) Until **them which do iniquity shall bo cast 
into a furnace of fire, where shall be waiHng and gnashing of 
teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, in the 
kingdom of their Father." (Matthew xiii. 41-4.3.) " Who 
hath ears to hear, let him hear," [and let the doctrines which 
oppose it be ''abandoned.] (Backus, page 59.) 

The whole sentence from which Elder Backtti 
<|«bte6 a few words above, reads as follows : 
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*' I know of no better way to leaiii the * final condition' of 
manlcinci, than to ascertain the state they will be in, when 
Olirist ^ifdl have concluded his great and good work. That 
mu9t necessarily be their final condition. The Aposde g^ves 
us full information on this point. He declares the Saviour 
shall succeed in causing all men to bow in submission to his 
peaceful reign, and confess him Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. (Phil. ii. 10, 11.) He also informs us, that at the 
conclusion of the reign of Jesus, having brought all mankind 
into willing subjection to his gospel, he will deliver up his Me- 
diatorial kingdom into the hands of the Father, and God shall 
be * aU in all ! !" Here is the ' final condition ' of all men ! They 
' are brought to the enjoyment of light, truth and love ; and tbe 
spirit of God fills every capacity of their souls. If it can be 
shown that any are in sin and misery after this period, I will 
abandon my doctrine." 

There is a mixture of perversity and ignorance^ 
exhibited in the Elder's quotations of scripture, to 
oppose the sentiment he has taken from me, which 
is seldom witnessed. He is endeavoring to show 
that some men will be involved in sin and misery af- 
ter Christ shall have delivered up his Mediatorial 
kingdom into the hands of his Father. The first 
passage he introduces, when quoted in full, totally 
annihilates his attempt, and fully sustains my posi- 
tion. It asserts that Christ must reign until he hath 
put all enemies under his feet. What are these en- 
emies ? They are those obstacles which prevent his 
reigning over the hearts of men, viz : ignorance, 
alienation, sin, death. This is evident from the de- 
scription of the last enemy. ** The last enemy that 
phall be destroyed is death .'" The other enemies 
were of a similar nature. The Elder was carelEul 
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not to quote the whole passage ; for that would have 
thwarted his attempt to deceive. It reads as foUowir: 
"And when all things shall be subdued unto him, 
then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him 
that put all things imder him, that God maybe ALL 
in ALL !" (I Cor. xv. 28.) This is the last ac- 
count of the condition of all men, in the future world, 
which the Bible contains. When God is ALL in 
all merit how can any be involved in sin and misery ? 
The manner in which Elder Backus connects the 
jBrst and second passages he quotes, is a corrupt and 
willful perversion of the scriptures. He make it 
read that Christ will reign UNTIL them which do 
iniquity shall be cast into a furnace of fire, etc. The 
Bible contains no sentiment of this description, and 
describes no such termination of the reign of the Re- 
deemer. I charge Elder Backus with deliberately 
and knowingly falsifying God's word. The Apostle 
declares Christ's reign will terminate in the fitting 
of all men for the indwelling presence of God's spirit. 
This blinded Baptist clergyman and his evangelical 
coadjutors, try to make the pen of inspiration belie 
itself, and say that Christ's reign shall terminate in 
casting millions into a furnace of fire ! ! Keader, 
which will you believe ? The two passages he links 
together, have no more connection than Christ and 
Beelzebub. How lost to candor must that man be, 
who will thus wilfully wrest the scriptures from their 
plus meaning. The passage from Matt. ziii. 41* 
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43, which speaks of being cast into a furnace of fire* 
etCM is a part of the same parable quoted in the last 
section. Dr. Clarke and other orthodox commenta* 
tors, admit the language can propeily be construed 
to the overthrow of the Jewish state and people. 



"Austin* — All men who do not from any cause enter the 
kingdom of heaven in this world, will on the clearest equitable 
and gospel principles, have the privilege of doing this in ths 
life to come> on complying with the stipulated terms." (De- 
bate, page 701.) 

Bible.—** Lord are there few that be saved ? And he said 
uoto them strive to enter in at the strait gate, for many I say 
unto you will seek to enter in and shall not be able. There 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out." Luke xiii. 
23-^8. [As they never ha^i seen and never coidd see them in 
the kingdom of God in this world, it must refer to what should 
take place after death. And as they were not thrust out o( the 
Mediatorial kingdom, but out of the kingdom of God, it must 
refer to what will transpire after the Mediatorial kingdom is 
given up to the Father. Hence, the doctrine which opposes it 
should be ** abandonetl."] (Backus, page 60.) 

I think all right-minded readers will allow my prop- 
osition is consistent, and perfectly in consonance with 
God's character. If a poor, deluded, blinded crea- 
ture dies in sin, why should he not have the privi- 
lege of seeking salvation in another world, by repent- 
ance and compliance with gospel terms? There is 
nothing in the nature of our heavenly Father to for- 
bid it. Will a holy and just God, who always in 
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vites his erring children to return to him, prevent 
them when they would make the attempt 1 How 
monstrous the thought ! Yet this is the sentiment 
Elder Backus would propagate. He would fain have 
his readers take a view of the Creator so dark and 
dishonorable, as to believe he will refuse to allow his 
sinful creatures to do the best possible thing they can 
OiO-^repent and love and serve him ! and this too, when 
the angels in heaven rejoice more over the repent- 
ance of even one sinner, than over ninety and nine 
just persons who need no repentance ! ! To cast this 
aspersion on the character of the Creator, Elder 
Backus quotes God's word — i. e. he endeavors to 
make God defame himMlf! But his effort is vain / 
The passage he quotes has not the slightest refer- 
ence to a future world. It is descriptive of events 
which were to take place at the establishment of the 
kingdom of God in this life ! 

He must be exceedingly ignorant of the scrip- 
tures, who does not know the word " saved" is often 
used in relation to transactions in this world. "And 
with many other words did he testify and exhort, 
saying, SAVE yourselves from this untoward gene- 
ration.'' (Acts ii. 40.) On this passage Dr. Clarke 
makes the following comments : " Separate your- 
selves from them ; [the Jews ;] be ye saved. The 
power is present with you ; make a proper use of it, 
and ye shall be delivered from their obstinate unbe- 
lief, and the punishment that awaits it in the destruc- 
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tion of them and their city by the Romans." Thi* 
was the salvation to which the qnestioncr referred in 
the inquiry, ** Lord are there few that be saved ?'• 
Dr. Hammond considers the word ** saved," in the 
passage nnder consideration, to refer to temporal sal- 
vation. In reference to the Bible use of the word 
*• saved," he says : " We have said enough already 
to give direction for understanding it, wherever it is 
to be met with; not always for eternal salvation, but 
oft for other kinds of escaping, and deliverances out 
of diseases, every where almost in the gospels, anA 
out of other dangers." ( Annot. in Luke xiii. 23.) 

I suppose Elder Backus and his advisers, consid- 
er the ** strait gate," as the entrance into heaven. 
This would correspond with the intelligence they 
have manifested on other forms of scripture lan- 
guage. If the Elder's Calvinistic and close conamu- 
nion notions are true, heaven will assuredly require 
nothing more than a very straight and narrow gate! 
Let his evangelical brother. Dr. Clarke, instruct him 
in the meaning of the phrase " strait gate." He sayt 
it is the " doing to everyone as you would he should 
do unto you ; for this alone seems to be the strait 
gate which our Lord alludes to." But because a 
person is not able to enter this gate at one time, it is 
no evidence he will not be able at another time, and 
under other circumstances. 

The Elder's reasoning in regard to being cast out 
ttf the kingdom, is absolutely overwhelming. H« 
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gives a liUral construction to the words ** ye sball 
•ee Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,'* etc., when every 
tyro in theology knows the expression is purely 
figuratwe. The parahlt of which Elder Backus 
quotes but a part—^purposely omitting those por- 
tions which show it to be a parable — was design* 
ed by the Redeemer to show the wretchedness of 
the Jews, when they should see the Gentiles in the 
kingdom of God — i. e. — ^partaking of the blessings of^ 
the gospel — the same gospel which was enjoyed by 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the prophets — and 
they themselves thrust aside. 

It is pitiable to behold the ignorance of Eider Back- 
us in attempting to draw a distinction between the 
kingdom of God and the Mediatorial kingdom of 
Christ. " The kingdom of heaven," and ♦* the king- 
dom of God," in scripture phraseology, signify noth- 
ing more or less than the Mediatorial kingdom of 
Christ — the gospej. dispensation. Dr. Clarke says 
*nhe kingdom of heaven," and ** the kingdom of God " 
signify •* the dispensation of infinite mercy, and man- 
ifestation of eternal truth, by Jesus Christ." Dr.- 
Clarke continues — " But why is it called the king- 
of heaven ? Because God designed that his king- 
dom of grace HERE, should resemble the kingdom 
of glory above." It was out of this kingdom of 
heaven herct that Jesus represents the Jews as being 
cast, in the passage under consideration. But Elder 
PfKskus, with amazing stupidity, insists he refers to 



d by Google 



J. 8. BACKUS. S^ 



*• th« kingdom of glory above," Here is a display 
of Biblical knowledge ! ! 



" Austin. — God's punishments will result in the restoration 
of the punished to righteousness and obedience." (Debata, 
pa^ 144.) 

BiBLX. — " So shall it be at the end of the world : the an- 
gels shall come forth and sever the wicked from among the 
just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire ; there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth." (Matt. xiii. 49-50.) 
(Backus, page 65.) 

The phrase "end of the world" — mnteleia tou 
aionos — signifies " the end of the Jewish age or dis- 
pensation," as we have already proved. (See page 
82.) In reference to the parable of the Net, of which 
£lder Backus has quoted but a part, evidently to 
conceal the fact that it is a parable. Dr. Clarke 
makes the following statement : " It is probable this 
parable also refers, in its primary meaning, to the 
Jewish state, and that when Christ should come to 
judge and destroy them by the Roman power, tha 
genuine followers of Christ only should escape, and 
the rest be overwhelmed with the general destruc- 
tion." Must not that ignorance be profound, which 
refers this parable to the scenes of another world, 
as Elder Backus docs in the above quotation ? 
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" Austin. — In the reaurrectton state all will b« incorwipti- 
ble and immortal, and shall bear the gloiious image of Chri»t, 
the Son of God." (Debate, page 347.) 

Bible. — ** Be not deceived. God is not mocked, for what- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that ww- 
eth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption. [And shall 
utterly perish in his own corruption."] (2 Pet.ii. 12.) But 
he that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap lire ever- 
lasting." (Gal. vi. 7,8.) "Them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt." (Dan. xii. 2) (Backus, 
page 76.) 

I would have the remders of Elder Backus' book 
particularly impressed with the caution above ex- 
pressed — **Be not deceived." It would be diflScult 
to find another work where so much deception is 
crowded intd so small a space. Do the passages the 
Elder has here quoted, contradict my position that 
in the resurrection state all will be immortal, and ul- 
timately bear the image of Christ ? They cannot ; 
for neither of them refer to the resurrection state. 
That the first has especial reference to the evil 
efiects of sin in this world, is evident from the decla- 
ration — " He that soweth to the flesh, shall of the 
FLESH reap corruption !" A spirit in the immor- 
tal world has not **Jlesh.*^ Hence the Apostle evi- 
dently describes the punishments which the wicked 
experience while in this body of flesh and blood. 

The phrase " shall utterly perish in his own cor- 
ruption," signifies that men sometimes utterly perish 
from life — i. e. are brought to death, in consequence 
of their corrupt practices. 
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The passage from Daniel is explained by the most 
enlightened commentators, as referring to God's deal- 
Ings with the Jews, at the establishment of the gos- 
pel kingdom of Christ. That this explanation is 
correct, is evident from the language of the context^ 
in reference to the time when this awaking to life 
aad to shame^ should take place. ** When he shall 
have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy 
people, [the Jews] ALL THESE THINGS shall 
be finished." The power of the Jewish people was 
scattered at the commencment of the reign of Christ, 
eighteen hundred yf ars ago. With this explamttion, 
the passage is very plain : " And many of them 
t&mt sleep in the dust of the earth [involved in sin 
and superstition] shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, [spiritual life — see John xvii. 3,] and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt." — [aioniou age- 
lasting contempt or punishment.] 



" AvSTtN.*— ' As in Adam all die even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive." (1 Cor. xv. 22.) All that is lost in Adam is 
restored in Christ. And the restoration is as certain to be ex- 
perienced by aU men as the loss has been endured by them." 
(Debate, page 347.) 

Bible. — "Marvel not at this, for the how is coming in 
wludi aU that are in thej graves, (haTing died in Adam,) 
shidl hear his voice, (be made alive in Christ,) and come 
forth." [But how shall they come forth 1 Just as they died, 
whether geod or bad, praying or profane, even so shall they 
come forth;] *^ they that have done good, unto the resurrec- 
tion of life, and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection 
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of damnation.'' (John v. 28, 29.) " There shall be a i 
recdon of the dead, both of the jutt and the ui^jutt." (Act* 
xxiv. 15.) (Backus, page 76.) 

As the Elder lias again been pleased to garble my 
language, let me give the sentence entire as foand 
in the Debate : 

'' As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
aHve." (1 Cor. xv. 22.) Mark the antithesis. Tho one 
declaration is made to cover the same ground, and to possess 
the same weight, os tho other. All that is lost in Adam, is 
restored in Cln'ist. And the restoration is as certain to be ex- 
perienced by all men, as the loss has been endured by them. 
Whatever death all may have suffered in Adam— whether 
physical, or moral, or both — they will all be deKvered from it, 
by being made alive in Christ. How absurd then to speak of 
eternal death. 'The Bible uses no such words, and inculcates 
no such sentiment. Remember, all men arc to be made alive 
in Christ. What will be the moral condition of those made 
alive in Christ? " If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture. Old things are passed away : behold all things are be- 
come new." (2 Cm*, v. 17.) All are to be made alive in 
Cbrisf, and hence all will become new crefitures. How con- 
clusive and satisfactory is this argument.'' 

How does my friend attempt to nullify this argu- 
ment ? By quoting and wresting from its meaning, 
John V. 28, 29. He says that "hearing his voice 
and coming forth," signifies " being made alive in 
Christ." If this position is correct, it proves the 
salvation of all who came forth. For St. Paul says: 
" If any man be IN Christ, he is a new creature. 
Old things are passed away : behold aU things are 
become new." (2 Cor. v. 17.) 

The Elder endeavors to have his readers believe 
that the passage in John v. 28, 29, refers to a literal 
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resurrection into another world. But the immediate 
context clearly shows the Saviour is speaking of a 
spiritual resurrection, wliich was consequent on the 
preaching of his gospel to the Jews. Verse 25, 
reads as follows : ** Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
the hour is coming, and NOW IS, when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God ; and they 
that hear shall live." This shows the resurrection 
of which Jesus is speaking in that connection, took 
place, eighteen hundred years ago ! 

Elder Backus declares that in the resurrection of 
dead into another state of existence, men will come 
forth "jnst as they died !" If this is true, it neces- 
sarily follows, that the Elder will "come forth" a 
Baptist, and the other clergymen who assisted hy 
their advice and counsel in preparing his book, "will 
come forth" Presbyterians, Methodists, etc. More- 
over, worse consequences will follow. Elder Back- 
us refuses to commune with his Presbyterian and 
Methodist evangelical brethren in this world — ^ho 
will die in this frame of mind — and ** coming forth" 
the same, will hence refuse to commune with them 
in the future existence. And furthermore, the Elder 
has declared that the Baptists have been abused and 
ill-treated by the Presbyterians, in certain evangeli- 
cal transactions in this world. As they all will 
•• come forth" just as they die, the Baptists will be 
liable to be abused in the same manner hereafter ! 
What a pleasant, harmonious, lovmg place heare* 
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will be, if the different evangelical sects are allowed 
to enter there with the same dispositions in which 
they depart from life. All these evangelical clergy- 
men will die with more or less of sinful imperfec- 
tions connected with them. And as the Elder insi^s 
they will come forth ** just as they died," they will 
be sinful and imperfect hereafter and forever ! ! 

Fortunately this is not a scripture doctrine. The 
Bible never describes men as entering the future 
state of being, "just as they died here." The truth 
is exactly the reverse. God's word expressly de- 
clares all men shall be changed by the resurrection. 
** Behold I show you a mystery. We shall not all 
sleep ; but we shall ALL be CHANGED, in a 
nK)ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
frump; (for the trumpet shall ^und,) and the 
DEADshall.be raised INCORRUPTIBLE, and 
we shall be CHANGED. For this corruptible 
MUST put en incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality." (I Cor. xv. 51-53. See the whole 
chapter.) 

That there shall be "a resurrection both of the 
just and unjust" — i. e. of the Jews and of the Gen- 
tiles, or all mankind — no believer in the scriptures 
can doubt. But St. Paul has taught us that in that 
&E8URRKCTION they shall be CHANGED! 
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" AnsTiii. — 'I dmiy that the Bible gives tbe alightett moo 
tkm to the notion of a future genera) day of Judgment.*' (De- 
bate, page 629.) 

This is another, of the numerous instances where 
Elder Backus chooses to quote my language in a dif- 
ferent manner from what he found it in the Debate; 
I will give the whole sentence : 

'* My opponent insists that a contrast will exist between the 
righteous and the wicked in the Day of Judgment. That such 
a contrast exists in the true day or time of judgment, I have 
uo doubt. But before the Elder quotes 'scripture to show 
such contrast will exist in a future general day of judgment, 
he had better prove such a day is ever to arrive. I deny that 
the Bible gives ^ slightest sanction to such a notion, and will 
show in due time, that this denial is not mere assertion." 

To overthrow this declaration, the Elder intro- 
daces a long catalogue of passages where the words 
"juclge,"** judgment," **judgmentseat,"o§cur. (See 
Backus, page 77 ) Not one of these passages have 
reference to the future life; but all are descriptive of 
the reign of Christ in this world. Jesus says : ** For 
judgment I am comt into THIS world." (John ix. 
39.) "Verily, he is a God that judgeth in the- 
EARTH." (Ps. Iviii. 11.) " His judgments are in 
all the earth." (Ps. cv. 7.) "NOW is the judgment 
of this world," said Christ. (John xii. 31.) A few 
words of explanation will place this subject in a clear 
light. The words "judge," "judgment," etc., are 
from the Greek krima, Jcrinein, kriseos, and are gen- 
erally used in the scripture to signify an exercise of 
dominion, authority — a reign over men. The word 
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"day" is from the Greek emeran, which frequently 
means an era, a tinie, a dispensation. Hence in the 
scriptures the day cfjtidgmenU signifies the era when 
Christ hy God's appointment reigns over the world 
— or the Gospel dispensation. When that era or 
dispensation commenced, Christ commenced judging 
or reigning on the earth. "The judgment seat of 
Chrisi," is a figurative form of expression, indi- 
cating the tribunal, the power, the authority of 
the Redeemer. Let the passages the Elder has 
qtioted be read with this understanding of the words 
♦•judgment" and "day," and they will be found to 
contain no evidence of a day of judgment in the im- 
mortal world. 

The Elder only displays his ignorance of the scrip- 
tures, in giving a literal interpretation to Matt. xii. 
41 — "The men of Ninevah shall rise in judgment 
with this generation, and shall condemn it." All 
commentators I have consulted, except Rev. J. S. 
Backus, understand this passage in k figurative sense. 
The intention of the Saviour was to show that the 
Ninevites were less ungodly than the Jews; and 
hence the Jews might expect a more severe punish- 
ment than fell on Ninevah ; and, in fact, such pun- 
ishment they did receive. (See Dr. Adam Clarke 
on this passage.) 
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PERSONALITY OF THE DEVIL. 

Elder Backus is very miicli alarmed lest the peo- 
ple shall not continue in belief of the old notion, that 
there is a Great Personal Devil roaming over the 
earth to seduce men to their et rnal ruin. He seems 
to feel that if deprived of ti is fabulous being, to 
frighten his hearers, he will ha ^e no means left to re- 
tain them in his church. Ap arently he is totally 
unconscious that there are oth. r and higher conside- 
rations by which human beinj > can be influenced to 
the service of God. Will he a swerme this inquiry 
— Why does Jehovah pemii this Devil to go at 
large, to lead his creatures to "jernal woe, when he 
has power to confine him, or i nihilate him in an in- 
stant ? 

On pages 79 to 82, the Eldr • makes a labored ef- 
fort to prove the personality oi the devil. And in its 
progress betrays an ignoranc t of the word of God, 
that is totally unpardonable ir> a professed teacher of 
religion. He first shows fron Heb. xii. 22, 23, that 
there is an innumerable coiipany of anajels in 
heaven ; which I most sincere iy believe. He then 
asserts that some of this inn '.merable company of 
angels sinned,, fell from heave .i,^nd became devils. 
This I positively deny. If a igcls once sinned in 
heaven, they may sin there ugain. Hence, if my 
reviewer should ever be sp for.unate as to attain to 
4 
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the dignity of an angel in tlie celestial courts, how 
knows he hut he may at some time. fall into sin, be 
cast out, and become a devil ? There never was an 
idea more absurd and foolish than the old heathen 
notion that angeh of light and purity, in the midst 
of the holy atmosphere and the high associations of 
heaven, become corrupt demons ! It does monstrous 
violence to every enlightened conception of the habi- 
tation of God, and the influences which prevail there ! 
People, who, like Elder Backus, really believe this 
Pagan fable, are greatly to be commisefat«d. 

In proof that some of the ♦* innumerable company 
of angels" in heaven, sinned and became devils, he 
quotes the language of St. Peter — "If God spared 
not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to 
hell," [tartarosas — cast them into punishment,] and 
delivered them into chains of darkness," etc. (2 Pet. 
ii. 4.) He also quotes from Jude — " And the angels 
which kept not their first estate, but left their own 
habitation," etc. It is unfortunate for the Elder's 
theory that in neither of these passages, nor in any 
other part of the Bible, does it speak of angels sin- 
ning in heaven, nor of their being cast down from 
heaven — ^nor does it say that their ** first habitation" 
Was heaven. All this is in the imaginations of those 
who are so credul(Ms as to believe that sin can breed 
its corruptions in heaven. 

The Elder has been betrayed into the error of he- 
Keying that the angels to whom Peter and Judo al- 



ized by Google 



J. a. BACKUS. 99 



lade, were of the "innumerable company" inbeav- 
tti, in consequence of bis ignorance of the word 
** aggeloHf^^ or ** aggelous^^* translated angd. Thi» 
word signifies sl messenger oi Any description, wheth* 
er in heaven or on earth. Sometimes it i9,used in the 
Bible, to signify celestial messengers or angels in 
heaven. In other places, it simply means earthly 
messengers— men Sent out in the service of God, at 
in Revelations iii. 1 — ♦* And unto the angel [agoelo 
-^TPesaenger — ] of the church of Sardis, write." 
Other instances might be quoted of like nature. It 
was these earthly angels or messengers, to whom Pe- 
ter and J ude alluded, as having ^ot kept their first 
eatate, but were cast down to punishment. They 
were human messengers employed to proclaim (3od*« 
truth, but who became recreant to their duty, and 
hence experienced the chastisements of heaven. - 

To prove that the angels who fell from the innu- 
merable company in heaven, expected a day of judg- 
ment, Elder Backus quotes Matt. viii. 29 — " Behold 
they cried out, saying, what have we to do with 
thee, Jesus, thou Son of Ood ? Art thou jcome hither 
to torment us before the time ?" If angels were cast 
down from heaven, and reserved in chains until a 
judgment day in the future world, as the Elder be- 
lieves, how came they at large on the earth ? How 
came they to meet Jesus and address him as above f 
I regret to be compelled to show up my reviewer'* 
ignorance so continually. But in quoting ^10 p«9- 
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sage from Matt. viii. 28, 29, and believing that the 
devils there spoken of, are of the same description as 
those mentioned by Peter and Jude, he exhibits a 
lamentable want of information. The word ** devils'* 
in the passage from Matthew, is translated from dtd- 
monizomenoif or daimones. These devils or demons, 
were very different characters from the aggtlous 
mentioned by Peter and Jude. The Jews imagined 
the spirits of wicked men who had died, sometimes 
came back to earth and took possession of the living. 
Hence, when a man was afflicted with lunacy, or 
had some strange malady, they called it being ''pos- 
sessed with devils,*^ or demons. But we all now 
know tbis was a fabulous supposition. The ignor- 
ance of the Elder in mixing these demons and aggdous 
together, as referring to the same beings, can but 
cause a smile, even while it excites our pity. 



PERVERSION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

It is lamentable to discover so much ignorance of 
the scriptures, as we have shown to be manifested 
in the work, which Elder Backus has issued, under 
the supervision of several other clergymen of Au- 
burn. Would I could stop here, in exhibiting the' 
characteristics of this volume. Duty, however, com- 
pels me to reveal stiil darker features. In many in- 
stances there are plain and willful perversions of 
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God's word, deserving of the severest reprehension. 
I will call the reader's notice to a few of these cases. 

'* Austin.— T insist that at birth the infant has no moral con- 
tamination in its nature." (Debate, page 179.) 

This is the first sentence the Elder quotes from my 
speeches in the Debate ; and it seems he could not 
commence, without endeavoring to conceal the real 
idea I advanced. I will give the whole sentence : 

" I insist that Deity forms his intelligent offspring, innocent 
and purc—^hat at birth, the infant has no moral coutaminatiun 
ia its nature." 

The sentiment I advocate in this sentence, is that 
Deity, being holy and pure in his own nature, will 
not create any thing impure and unholy. Hence, as 
man is the workmanship of his hands, he must ne- 
cessarily, at birth be innocent and pure. Elder Back- 
us denies this. He insists that God deliberately en- 
gages in a work the most unlioly^ viz : the creating 
of unholy and depraved beings. What work can 
God be charged with more wicked than this ? To 
support this libel against Deity, Elder Backus per- 
verts the scriptures. He quotes passages to prove 
God creates man vile and sinful, which assert no 
sentiment of this description. The most these pas- 
sages convey, is that man is bom subject to sin, aQ,d 
that all, sooner or lat^r, fall into it. 
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** AusTiH.— He (Hdineft) does beKeve in total depravity ! ! 
Id tbe zmme of Heaven hat it come to this ! ! Is it possible 
that in this enlightened day — in the nineteenth century— a pro- 
(esKed Christian minister can be found who will boldly and un- 
hesitatingly announce his belief in this abhorrent sentiment t'* 
(Debate, page 486.) 

Bible. — " There U none righteous, no not one. (Rom. iii, 
10.) " There is none that doeth good, no not one." (v. 12 ) 
•' For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.*' 
(v 23.) ** Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.^' (Gen. vi. 5.) ** For the imagination of 
man's heart is evil from his youth." (Gen. viii. 21.) ** Tha 
heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, who 
can know it." (Jer. xvii. 9.) '' He that trusteth in his own 
heart is a fool." (Prov. xxviii. 26.) ''The whole head is 
sick, and the whole heart faint." (Isa. i. 5.) (Backus, page 
8.) 

The position which Elder Backus takes on this 
subject, makes him the advocate of the doctrine of 
Total Depravity. He would have you believe, 
fathers and mothers, that the smiling babe which 
you so fondly caress in your arms, and which is the 
object of your deepest love, is TOTALLY DE- 
PRAVED — is a mass of utter moral putrefaction — 
is, in fact, a demon, a dkvil ! For a very devil can 
be nothing more than totally depraved ! ! This doc- 
trine leads directly and unavoidably to INFANT 
D AMN ATION . How can a totally corrupt creature 
enter heaven. Besides, Elder Backus has told us, 
that just as human beings die, they are raised from 
the dead. (Page 91.) If infants are bom totally 
corrupt, they die in infancy totally corrupt. And if 
they die totally corrupt, they will be raised totally 
corrupt, according to his view ; and hence they must 
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become the companions of totally corrupt devils for- 
ever! ! ! How do parents like this kind of doctrine.? 
Will they approbate and support it ? Yet this is so- 
called Evangelical theology ! ! 

Behold the light in which this sentiment places 
the Saviour. On a certain occasion he said : *» Suf- 
fer little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not; for of such is the kingdom of God. ♦ ♦ ♦ » * 
And he took them up in his arms, and put his hands 
upon them and blessed them." (Mark x. 16.) If 
the evangelical doctrine of total depravity is true, 
then Jesus put his hands on totally corrupt creatures 
and blessed them; and declared that the kingdomof 
heaven is composed of beings entirely depraved ! ! 
Is not such a sentiment blasphemous in the extreme? 
And then the Elder seeks to prove this wicked doc- 
trine, by perverting the word of God to its su^^port. 
A signal failure, however, awaited him. Every rea- 
der can see he does not introduce a passa£e that 
gives the slightest countenance to the doctrine of to- 
tal depravity. His quotations show that men give 
way to temptation, and fall into wickedness; hut no 
more. They say nothing of man being totally cor- 
rupt at birth. 



" Austin. — I have §hown that the doctrine of salvatioiUirom 
punishment by means of a substitute for the guilty, is of heathen 
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Origin, introdurod into the christian church in dark and ignor- 
ant asTos." ^Debaip, p:<g:e J14 ) 

BiBLK. — Such heuthca aa Paul who payi«, "Christ hath re- 
deemed U-* from tljo cuiso of the lnw being made a curse for 
ua." (Gal. iii. 13) And Peter who says, ** Christ suffered 
for sinp, th<* just for the unjiist, that he miaht hring us to God." 
(1 Fet. iii. 18.) And Jesus who says, *' 1 lay down my lifefor 
my sheep." (John x. 15.) (Backus, paje 15.) 

If Elder Backus chooses to charge St. Paul, St. 
Peter, and the Saviour, with being heather, the re- 
sponsibility rests on his own shoulders. My position 
was that the doctrine of salvation from punishment 
by means of a substitute who received the chastise- 
ment due the sinner, is a heathen relic. This point 
was fully sustained in the Debate.* The passages 
which the Elder introduces above, speak of Christ 
suflfering in our behalf^ and not in our stead. And 
he did this not to save us from 'punishment, wlien we 
have sinned ; hut to save us from sin itself — ** Thou 
shalt call his name .Tesus; for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their SINS." (Matt. i. 21.) 



" AusTis. — The prirf'iplc that a pnrt of mankind may b© 
•acriiiced for the good < i the remainder, is one that cannot 
pertain to the gov«nim !nt of a God who is holy, just, and 
good." ( Debate, psige 15.) 

BiBLK.— " Now thus saith the Lord, since thou wast pre- 
cious* in my sight. 1 hi ve loved thee; therefore will 1 give 

* Sje Holmes and Austin's Debate, pages 76, 77. 
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menfur th<»e, an<l people for thy life." (Iwi. xliii. 4.) " The 
wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the iransigref 
sor for the upiight." (Prov. xxi. 18.) (Backus, page 15.) 

The construction which Elder Backus puts on the 
ahove passages, is that God will torment wicked 
men forever, for the good of the righteous. This a 
monstrous perversion of scripture. It is wickedly 
trying to make the Creator say he acts on principles 
which are abominated among men. According to 
this interpretation, the Elder believes, I suppose, 
that God will throw his wicked neighbor into hell, as 
a ransom for himself! ! To ransom him from what? 
From the punishment richly due his own sins. In 
other words, God will ransom one sinner, by the end- 
less woe of another. Whatever these obscure pas- 
sages may mean, they have no signification of this 
nature. 



*' Austin. — The God of love created all mnnkind, design^ 
in^ to secure their final and endless holiness and happinet*.'* 
(Debate, page IS4.) 

Bible. — ** The Lord hath made all things for himself, yea, 
even the wicked for the day of eVil.*' (Prov. xvi. 4.) " But 
these, as natural bnite beasts, made to be taken and destroy- 
cd, apeak evil of the things they understand not, and shall ut- 
terly pori-*h in their own corruption." (2 Pet. ii. 12.) (Back- 
us, page 38.) 

The Elder quotes these passages to show that Ood 

created some part of mankind without designing to 

secure their final holiness and happiness. Henct h# 
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construes tbem as teaching that Grod made the wick- 
ed expressly to damn them forever ! Here is a dis- 
play of the rankest Calvinism /♦ It is, moreover, a 
clear perversion of the language of the Bible. In 
the first passage, the wise man simply asserts that 
God*8 government is so certain in its operations, that 
the wicked will in due time, assuredly receive the 
evil or punishment which they deserve, and that no 
"substitute" can screen them from its infliction. 

In the second passage, my reviewer in his ignor- 
ance, makes a laughable blunder. He thinks it is 
the presumptuous and self-willed men, of whom the 
Apostle is speaking, who are made to be taken and 
destroyed — whereas it is the brute beasts. The men 
" speak evil of things they understand not," as Elder 
Backus does of the final triumph of the Saviour 
over all sin, and wretchedness. But these men are 
compared to brute beasts, who are made to be destroy- 
ed. This is one of those pitiable perversions of 
scripture, on which Calvinism seeks to rest its tot- 
tering superstructure. 

As the phrase ♦* utterly perish" occurs in this, and 
several other passages quoted by Elder Backus, a 
word of explanation may be appropriate here. He 
uses this expression as indicating a state of endless 
punishment. This is not its meaning in any part of 

* Tet the Methodist clergy are busily et^ged in recom* 
, mending and circulating his work. 
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the Bible. Literally to perish or utterly perish^ would 
be annihilation. But in the scriptures it signifies, 
loea of natural life, and nothing more. As in the case 
of Qaeen Esther — " I will go in unto the king, which 
is not according to the law : and if I perish, I per- 
ish." (Esther iv. 16.) The meaning is, she wasin 
danger of losing her life. In those places where the 
Bible speaks of the wicked perishing^, or utterly per* 
ishing in their corruption, the signification is, that 
they will bring themselves to an untimely or a vio- 
lent death, by their crimes. 



"Austin. — ^.Tudtice will prosecute its great designs w^th in- 
finite energy until its aims are fully completed— until all wrong 
it rigfated^--all evil remedied-^all sin annihilated—- and a state 
of moral harmony, grand, sublime, beautiful, blissful, shall be 
ushered in to know no etod forever." (Debate, page 220.) 

BiBLK.— " How then can man be justified witn God, or bow 
can he be cleiin that is bom of a woman.'' (Job xxv. 4.) 
" God can be just, and the justifier of him that believeth in 
Jesus." (Rom. iii. 26.) " He that believeth on the Bon, hath 
everlasting life, but he that believeth not the Son, shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God abideth on him." (John iii. 36.) 
(Backus, page -11.) 

Whatman with right feelings, and especially with 
ft christian heart, can object to the snblime resnlt of 
the operation and work of God's justice, mentioned 
in the above extract from my language. But this 
view did not at all accord with Elder Backns' Cal* 
vinistic notions. That all wrong should be righted 
-Hjrf! sin annihilated— o/i sonls brought into bewiti- 
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ful and blissful harmony with God — is a view from 
which he turns away with the utnaost loarhing. 
There is nothing in it pleasing to his taste, or agree- 
able to his feelings ! But let him be tol J by his Cal- 
vinistic system, that wrong shall not be righted— 
that sin shall not be annihilated-rthatmillions of fel- 
low-beings shall roll in agony forever, while but the 
ELECT shall be saved — ;and he is filled with pious 
exultation and rejoicing ! ! ! O hard of heart, and 
blind of eyes! how long ** wilt thou not cease to per- 
vert the right ways of the Lord !*' 

It is needless to remind the reader that the pas- 
sages which the Elder quotes, have no bearing 
against the sentiment I advance^d. That wicked men 
will not see life, and that the wrath of God will 
abide on them, is true. But how long ? While tbey 
continue to disbelieve in Christ, and violate the com- 
mandments of heaven. The moment they believe 
snd repent of sin, the wrath or punishment passes 
away, and they enjoy spiritual life. 



*' AusTl!?.— We believe all TOen will be taveA, because all 
will comply with the conditions of salvation, viz ; Etepentanpe 
of sin, ami faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and the 
bavioiir of the world." (Debate, page 322.) 

BiSLK. — •* Becaiise I have called and ye refused, I have 
8tret»*.hed out my hantl and no man regai-ded But ye havo 
tet at nought all my counsel, and \^ould none of my reproof ; 
I aUo will lau^ at your taUunity ; X will mock whim your &ar 
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Cometh. When your fear cometb as HeRoIaf ion, and your de- 
ttructimi cometh as a whirlwind, when distress and anguish 
Cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon me but I will 
not answer ; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find 
me." (Prov. i. 24.) (Backus, page 46) 

This is one of the most willful and wicked per- 
versions of scriptnre, I have met for years in the an- 
nals of controversial writing. Elder Backns in 
bringing this passage as a reply to the sentence quo- 
ted from me, conveys the idea to the reader, that it 
is GOD who says, •* I will langh atyonr ctlamity '* 
etc. — ^i. e. that he will triumph in their everlasting 
wretchedness ! Thii k of the abhorrent light in 
which this presents the character of the blessed 
Father of spirits. It charges him with first plunging 
his own blinded offspring into a hell of endless ago- 
ny, and then LAUGHING at their dreadful calami- 
ty, and MOCKING their cries »nd lamentations, as 
they beg for deliveiance ! Is this the kind of Deity 
the parlia.ist sects worship? Is this the God their 
clergymen call upon them to imitate and love? I 
am thankful it is not the God of heaven and earth ! 
His .nature is LOVE ! ! He "is good unto all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works !'* In the 
passage which the Elder has so grossly perverted, it 
will be seen by the context, that IVisdom is personi- 
fied, and is represented as uttering the lacgaage 
quoted. 
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** Austin. — Here is another—* Who will have all men to be 
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.* Does the El- 
der now see these passages 1 — or does he still cloae his eye* ? 
And what sentiment can he, or any living man, make them 
convey but UniverRal Salvation!" (Debate, page 810.) 

BiBLK — Who but a Uni verbalist can otherwise than see that 
God would have "all men to be saved and to come unto the 
hnowledge of the truth." " But ye will not come to me that 
ye might have life." (John v. 40.) (Backus, page 51.) 

Here the Elder perverts the word of God by 
changing *'wilV^ for would. He asserts St. Paul's 
language to be that God would have all men to be 
saved. But the passage reads — ** For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
who WILL have all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth." (1 Tim. ii. 3, 4.) 
Would expresses only a desire — WILL conveys a 
settled purpose and determination. The words are 
materially different. Yet the Elder with the canning 
of a slight-of-hand trickster, endeavors slily to sub- 
stitute the former word for the latter. To, imitate 
his own phraseology, who but a Baptist, cannot dis- 
tinguish the difference between would and unll 1 El- 
der Backus then connects John v. 40, which relates to 
an entirely different matter, to the passage from 
Timothy, to show that men can frustrate God's will. 
But the Saviour's meaning is, that at that particular 
time, the Jews refused to believe in Christ. The 
period, however, is foretold, when the unwillingness 
of the Jews shall be removed. Speaking in refe- 
rence to Christ, the Psalmist exclaims-r*** Thy peo- 
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pie SHALL be willing in the day of thy power !** 
(Pa. ex. 3.) " Blindness in part is happened to Is- 
rael, until the fullness of the G^entiles be come in. 
And so all, Israel SHALL be saved.** (Rom. xi, 
25, 26.) ** He doeth according to his will, in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth ; and none can stay his hand, or 8a3^ unto him, 
What doest thou?'' (Dan. iv. 35.) 

I have shown that the passage in John v. 40, does 
not teach that men have any ability to resist the untl 
of God. In addition to the proofs already offered on 
this point, the Elder himself furnishes me another, 
in the following passage found in his book, (page 
10.) *' No man CAN come to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me DRAW him.'- (John vi. 44.) 
Elder Backus quoted this passage to show that men 
had no power of their own, to repent and turn from 
W» (See his book, pages 9, 10.) In the present 
instance, he insists men have power to resist the will 
ol God. Put that and this together, and we learn 
the Elder believes God has given his creatures power 
to do urronf^, but none to do right ! As no man ctta 
eome to Christ, except Grod draw him, according to 
the Saviour's declaration, then if any are finally loit, 
it will not be because they would not come to Qod, 
fig the Elder asserts, but because God would not 
draw them ! This is pure, blue, malign&nt Calvin- 
ism ! ! — ^the Elder's fundamental and favorite doc- 
trine. 
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" AufTiN.— All mpn will continue throueh eternity to be ih© 
ebjecta of ii« regard." (Debate, pajje 20-^.) 

BiBLB.— * For the Lord searcbeth all hearts, and under- 
fitandeth all the imiginationg of the thoughts. If thou seek 
him, he will be tound of thee ; but if thou for«ukp him, he will 
ca*t thee off forever." (1 Chron. xxviii. 9.) (Backus, page 
54.) 

The paragraph from which the above is quoted, 

reads as follows : 

" God's Mercy desires all to be happy. * His tender mer- 
cies are over all hi* wt^rks.' All men will continue tlirouffh 
eternity, to be the ohjects of its regard. — * His mciry endu- 
reth forever* So anxious was Tavid to have this grrat iunda- 
mental truth impressed on the minds of men, that he declared 
twenty*Bix times in one i*salm— • His mercy endureth forever.' 
(I*s. cxxxvi.) As long as the Throne of Omnipotence stands, 
his mercy will be extended over every creature he has formed, 
and will seek the good of all ! God's mercy is as greatly in- 
terested in the welfare of each siiul of the human nice, and la- 
bors as earnestly to secure its everlasting welfare, as though 
there were no other created being in existence !" 

The passage which Elder Backus introduces to 
overthrow this, has no relation to the subject. It is 
addressed especially to Solomon, as king of Israel. 
The lesson it was designed to impress on his mind* 
was that if he, in ruling over his kingdom, should 
forsake the statutes of the Mof»t High, then God 
would cast him off as a king forever — i. e. neither 
he nor his descendants should longer reign on the 
Hebrew throne. But while casting him off as a 
monarch, God would still have mercy on his soul ; 
for "he delighteth in mercy." (Micah vii. 18.) 
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"AtJSTiK.— I can «iy m all sincerity, in the presence of God 
and his angels, that I utterly detest and abhor, with unspeak- 
able loathing, the distinguishing tenet for which my oppo- 
nent will contend, Endless Punishment." ( Debate, page 119.) 

Bible.—** These «hall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment." (Matt. XXV. 46.) " Shall be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from the presence of the Lord and the glory of 
hi« power.-' (2 Thess. i. 9.) " He that believeth not the Son, 
shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him." 
(John iii. 36.) "If your soul abhor my judgments, * * my 
soul shall abhor you." (Lev. xxvi.) (Backus, i>age63.) 

The entire paragrapli of which the Elder has 
quoted part above, reads as follows : 

" While t can say in all sincerity, in the presence of God and 
bis angels, that I utterly detest and abhor, with unspeakable 
loathing the distinguishing tenet for which my opponent will 
contend. Endless Punishment — 1 know he can return no such 
compliment. He can entertain no feelings of this description, 
in regard to the great.doctiine 1 shall advocate, but must grant 
it his entire love and admiration. While not a person in this 
assembly— not even my friend opposite — no, nor any being in 
the universe, except such as may possess the feelings of fabled 
demons— can pray for the tmth of the doctrine of endless woe 
—all present, my opponent none the less than others, all good 
beings in the earth, in every world creat«xl by omnipr»tnice, 
and in Heaven itself, will grant their Dixlent prayers for the 
troth of the doctrine of the repentance and salvation of all 
men! What an infinite distinction! His a doctrine univer- 
sally disliked, and in maintaining which, he will have to con- 
tend against the best and holiest feelings of his heart ! Mine 
a sentiment as universally loved, and folly according with the 
highest and purest desires of every soul." 

It will require but few words to show the passagesr 
Elder Backus has quoted, afford no support to a doc- 
trine so nionstrously unreasonable, and so in viola- 
tion of all the attributes of a wise and good Deity, 
as endless punishment. ** Tliese shall go away into 
4* 
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everlasting pnnisbir ent"-— -aianwn A:ofa«i»— aok- 
LASTING CHASTISEMENT. This was spoken in ex* 
press reference to the Jews, and no one else — as the 
parable of the Sheep and the Goats, from which it 
is taken, is designeil to describe the punishments 
which God would bring upon his ancient people, for 
their wickedness. But so far from proving their 
endless wretchedness, it plainly teachea their rwto- 
ration to truth, holiness and happiness. The Greek 
word "kolasin" translated ** punishment," signifies 
B. reformatory chastisement, inflicted for the restora- 
tion of those who endure it. The learned Grotius 
says—" The kind of punishment which tends to the 
IMPROVEMENT of the criminal, is what the 
[Greek] philosophers called among other things, ko- 
lasis, or chastisement." Wyttenl)ock, in asserting 
that one of the objects of God in the infliction of suf* 
ferings, is the correction of the offender in order to 
his future amendment, adds, "the Greeks frequently 
gave to stick sufferings the name of kolasisJ'^ 

The second passage has already been noticed. 
(See this work, page 67, 68.) 

The third passage has no reference to endless pun- 
ishment. So long as men refuse to believe in Christ, 
they con not "see" or enjoy spiritual life, and the 
wrath or punishment of God, abidethon them. Bat 
whenever they believe in the Redeemer and prac- 
tice his precepts, that punishment ceases, and they 
will ei^y spiritual life* 
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The fourth passage quoted by Eldrr Backus, w 
truly a curiosity. He wants to find something that 
•ays God will abhor me, because I abhor the malig- 
nant doctrine of endless punishment. With what 
success does he meet? He obtains a passage 
which speaks of abhorring God's judgments. But 
tbis does not apply to me. I admire and rejoice in 
his judgments. They are wise and good, and in all 
cases, are designed to promote the welfare of thoto 
suljected to them.. It is not Ood's judgments I ab- 
hor, but the HEATHKN doctrine of endless punish^ 
menu which was engrafted into the christian church 
in dark and ignorant ages ! The reader perceives tho 
difference. Hence the Elder's use of the language of 
the Bible in this case, is a perversion of its meaning* 

But Elder Backus deceives as well as perverts 
The honest reader, believing others as incapable of 
guile as himself, imagines the passige quoted, is 
eome single verse in the 26th chapter of Leviticus* 
But if he will look close, he will perceive the Elder 
does not give the verse where it is found. Why has 
he omitted this ? It was to enable him to deceivt 
the reader without detection. But God **disappoint- 
eth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands can- 
not perform their enterprize." ( Job v. 12.) There 
is no passage in the 2nth of Leviticus, nor in any 
other part of the Bible, which says — ♦» If your soul 
ftbhor my judgments, * * my soul shall abhor you.'* 
Ic woold be difficult to find a more deliberate and to« 
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tal deception and perversion than thie. The first 
part of the language the Elder quotes, occurs m.the 
Uth verse. The other part is not found until you 
arrive at the 30th verse. They are separated by 
FIFTEEN verses, and he quotes them m connec- 
tion, ^s forming one sentence!!! Yet this man pro- 
fosses to be an honest teacher of religion I^professes 
to have been "born again "-professes to act upon 
principles somuchhigher than his Universalist neigh- 
bors, that he deserves to be exalted to heaven, while 
they deserve to be thrust down to hell! Not only is 
the passage quoted in this deceptive manner, but the 
meaning is perverted. God did not say he would 
abhor them [the Jews] because they abhorred his 
judgmenU. But he would abhor them because they 
would become so sunken in sinful pollutions that 
th^ would eat the flesh of their sons and their 
daughters!! (See verse 29.) How long did God say 
be would abhor the Jews ?—" And yet for all that, 
when they be in the land of their enemies, I will not 
cast them away ; neither will I abhor them to de- 
Blroy them VTTKRhT, and Ijo break my covenant with 
them : for I am the Lord their God." (Verse 44.) 



"Austin. — We believe that Christ is the Son of God aod 
the Saviour of the world, that next to Deity, he is the most 
exalted, powerful, glorious and worthy being in the univerae." 
(Debate* page 757.) 
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Bible.— ^'Christ came, vrhe is over all, God blessed lisr* 
ever." (Bom. ix. 5.) [If over all, none can be above him.] 
" He is the true God-" ( IJohn v. 20.) [All others must be 
false.] ''The only wise God our Saviuur." (Jude 35») 
[ Hence, all others are foolish:] '* By him were all things ere* 
ated.'* (Col. i. 16.^ *. Without him was not anything made 
that was made." (John i. 3.) (Backus, page 73.) 

I am at a loss how to classify the above — whether 
it should come under the head of "ignorance" oi* 
** perversion" of the scriptures. If Elder Backus 
and the clergymen who have assisted him, actually 
belike the passages here quoted, prove that Christ 
is God, their ignorance is most consummate; and 
those who look to them for instruction in Bible 
phraseology, on this subject, are greatly deceived. 
But if they know better than to attach such mean- 
ing to these passages, then they are guilty of a willful 
perversion of God's word. While Heave the reader 
to settle the question between ignorance and perver- 
sion, I must solemnly declare, I never before witness- 
ed the Bible so thoroughly mangled and distorted, a» 
in this blundering attempt to prove the Ddty of the 
Saviour. 

The first passage is but half quoted ; the com- 
mencement being omitted, apparently fur the express 
purpose of mystifying the reader. The entire sen- 
tence is as follows — ** Whose are the Fathers, and 
of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came; 
who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen." A 
child can understand the meaning of this passage to 
be, that Christ is exalted by his Father "over all" 
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other bemg^, as I stated in the words above quoted, 
(see also Phil. ii. 9,) and that he receives more 
abundantly of his blessings, than any other creature. 

The next passage is deliberately falsified. Elder 
Backus quotes it — ** HE is the true God." He omits 
the remainder of the verse; and to make it refer to 
Christ, surreptitiously inserts the word ** he." I 
will quote the whole verse — "And we know that the 
Son of God is come, and hath given us an un- 
derstanding« thit we may know Him that is 
true, and that we are in him that is true ; ^even 
— 8up|>lied by the translators; more properly, 
and] in his Son Jesus Christ. THIS is the true 
Gcw?, and eternal life." (I John v. 20.) This pas- 
sage affords not the slightest proof that Christ is 
God. The meaning of the Apostle is plain. He 
asserts that the God who has been made known to 
us by Christ, is the true God, in distinction from the 
/a/»«godsof the heathen ; and that the knowledge 
or understanding of him, which has been imparted 
by his Son, is eternal [spiritual] life. (See John 
xvii, 2, 3.) • 

The other passages are easily comprehended. 
'»The only wise God, our Saviour," signifies the 
Father of all spirits, and has no reference to Chiist. 
He is culled **our Saviour," in the highest sense of 
that wor.l, as the originator of the plan of salvation ; 
while Christ is called »» our Saviour," as the Agent 
who executes that plan. G^d is called a ♦* Saviour," 
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in I Tim. iv. 10 — "For tberefbr© we both labor and 
snSer reproach, because we believe in the living 
God, who is the SAVIOUR of ALL MEN; et- 
p^cially of those that believe." In the passage from 
Colossians, the word **hira," I am satisfied, refers to 
"the invisible God," mentioned in the preceding 
verse — "For by him [the invisible God,] were all 
things created." "Without him [the logos — ^the 
Word or Wisdom of God personified,] was not any 
thing made that was made." (John i. 3.) 



PEQMOTING INFIDELITY. 
Another evil trait which distinguishes the strange 
nori'descripl Elder Backus has published, is its ten- 
dency to promote infidelity. That infidels abonnd on 
every hand — that large numbers are found in the 
congre|;atioD3 of partialist churches — cannot be dis- 
puted. It is a significant fact, that where modem 
orthodoxy has had a sway the most unlimited and 
unchecked, and where liberal views of Christianity 
have least prevailed, there infidelity has obtained 
its rankest growth, and immorality festers to the 
largest extent. This can be accounted for in a good 
degree, in the na*^ure of certain orthodox doctrines. 
They present the character and dealings of God, in 
a light so dark, so unreasonable and abhorrent to the 
better sense and feelings of men, that maltitades ar^ 
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driven into the barren fields of scepticism. Th^ 
would have been sincere and '^obedient believers in 
Christianity, had it been brought before them in its 
original simplicity and beauty. But disguised by 
heathen errors, contradictory, unnatural, and urged on 
tAio most low and selfish considerations, as presented 
in partialist cjiurcheji, thousands have settled into 
total indifference in regard to religion, and thousands 
more have turned disgusted into cheerless infidelity. 
The book of Elder Backus must exert a eim9ar influ- 
ence. Its representations of the Creator and Ms do- 
ings with man, are such as to sicken the heart and 
turn the soul away from all religion. My space will 
allow but a few instances of the many which might 
bjc introduced in corroboration of these suggestions. 



" Austin.— The Deity has no attribute which could appro- 
bMe the infliction of endfess pain." (Debate, page old.) 
" The ponishznents which his law inflicts are fiiU of ^i^e." 
(Debate, page 490.) 

» Bible. — "Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance?" 
(Bom. iii. 5.) "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the 
Lord." (Rom. xii. 19.) " They shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I shall lay my vengeance upon them." ( Ezek. xxv. 17.) 
*f Suffering the vengeance of eternal fire." (Jude 7.) " Whose 
damnation is just." (Rom. iii. 18.) [A child can see that 
this is vindicatory and not reformatory punishment.] ( Backus, 
page 66.) 

The object of Elder Backus in these scripture quo- 
tations, is to show that God has attributes which can 
approbate the infliction of endless pain, and that the 
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pTinishments his laW^nflicts, are not full of grace. I 
desire the reader to weigh maturely, this design of a 
professed christian minister. He is desirous to con- 
vince the world that the being they worship as Gbd, 
has feelings within him so malicious, cruel, depraved, 
that he can approbate, and be pleased with, the 
ETERNAL TORTURES of creatures whom he 
voluntarily formed for his own pleasure ! Who does 
not see, that to the same extent men are made to be- 
lieve this of Deity, their hearts are turned from him 
in loathing. No one can truly love a being who 
takes pleasure in the anguish of sentient creatures. 
To fasten this charge on God, the Elder quotes sev- 
eral passages of scripture where the word ** ven- 
geance" occurs, with the understanding that the rea- 
der will give that word a literal meaning ! ! He de- 
sires the public to believe those passages teach that 
God is literally MAD with the sinner — that he is de- 
termined on revenge and retaliation, as the savage 
of the wilderness thirsts for the blood of his enemy J ! 
Yea, that Jehovah is so filled with madness and fu- 
ry, that he will hurl his offspring into a literal lake of 
fire,* where he will curse and torment them through a 
ceaseless eternity ! Can any representation of God 

* I have been credibly informed that a year or two since, El- 
der Backus delivered a discourse in Auburn, to prove that hell 
is a place of literal fire and brimstone ! ! It would seem 
the Elder is one " born out of season." He should have lived 
two hundred years ago, to have found an age congenial to hi* 
views. 



d by Google 



J2t BBVnSW OF 



be more calculated to drive men into infidelity 7 
Bather than believe in «t«c^ a God, millions will be- 
lieve in no God ! 

Elder Eackus says ^* a child can see "that the 
punishment mentioned in the passages quoted, ** is 
vindicatory, and not reformatory.^* True, a little 
child frightened by the Elder's descriptionsof a per- 
sonal devil, and a burning hell, may see this. But a 
full grown man, in the possession of his good sense, 
can see nothing in opposition to reformation in the 
punishments of the heavenly Father. If one object of 
punishment is not to reform the sinful, then it is in- 
flicted with no reference to his good. This would be 
pure revenge, and malignant cruelty — which are 
emotions of the most wicked description. 

Had the Elder construed the passages he intro- 
duces according to all enlightened principles of Bib- 
lical interpretation — simply as figurative representa- 
tions of God*s disapprobation of sin, and his purpose 
to punish it — he would have enlightened his readers, 
and done something to defend Christianity from the 
assaults of infidelity ! 



** A usTi w —He is immutable anrl utichangrflMe. ^Vbat he 
Iove«< once he will love forever. *1 am the Lord, I change 
not.*'* (Debate, p:i?e 182.) 

HiBLl.— Ye«, and what he hates once, be will hite forever. 
** Thuu hatt>»l all workers of iuiquiiy." (Pa. v. 6.) ** God is 
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angry with the wicked every day." (Ps. vii. 11.) The eame 
yesterday, to-day, and forever; be changeth not, hence endieas 
puni:ihmi3nt to the wicked. (Backus, page 67.) 

Here Elder Backus charges God with literally 
cherishing HATRED against his own offspring! 
Hatred is one of the most malignant and sinful emo- 
tions of which we have any knowledge. Yet this 
Baptist clergyman coolly and deliberately accuses 
Deity of cherishing this sinful feeling. God forbids 
us to hate even our enemies, but directs us to love 
them. (Matt. v. 44.) Elder Backus insists that 
God himself violates the beautiful moral rule he has 
enjoined on man, by hating his enemies ! What in- 
fluence can such vile representations of the Deity 
exert, but to disgust those \^ ho believe it, with the 
character of God, and turn them into infidelity ! 

The Bible declares that *' God is LOVE !" (1 
John iv. 8.) How can love cherish HATRED ? It 
would be no more contradictory to declare that God 
is a Devil ! The Bible teaches us that our heavenly 
Parent loves the world — (John iii. 16) — that he loves 
men with a gkeat love, even when dead in tres- 
passes and in sins. (Eph. ii. 4, 5.) All this Elder 
Backus denies, by insisting that God literally hates 
the sinful. Not satis^ed with declaring that God 
hates the wicked, he goes farther and maintains he 
will hate them forever. Yea, he tries to make the 
Bible say this. Hear him: "Bible. — Yes, and 
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what be hates once, lie will hate forever."* The Bi- 
ble says nothing of the kind. 

So blinded is the Elder in his determination to get 
somebody into endless wretchedness, that he rushes 
headlong into an argument, which if tme, involves 
himself, all his brother evangelicals, and the whole 
world, in eternal woe. He starts with the assertion 
that what God hates ONCE, he will hate FOR- 
EVER. He then quotes and construes literally ^ the 
passage in Psalms, " Thou hatest all workers of in- 
iquity." Now was not Elder Backus once a worker 
of iniquity ?r— were not all evangelical clergymen 
and church-members, once workers of iniquity? — 
have not all men been workers of iniquity? This 
will not be denied. Hence when they were work- 
ers of iniquity, God haled them. And " what he 
bates 071C6, he will hale forever,^^ Therefore, the 
Elder himself, and all men, will be the objects of 
God's endless hatred ! ! — " He changeth not," hence 
endless punishment to all mankind ! 

Why could not Elder Backus have given the pas- 
sages quoted, a reasonable construction, and saved 
Christianity the odium he brings upon it. Had he 
explained the hatred of God, and the anger of God, 
as figurative expressions, understood by those who 



* The orthodox Dr. Payson, says Grod " can do nothing but 
LOVB." Dr. Adam Clarke insists God " cannot hate." (See 
Debate, page 226.) 
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wrote them, and those to whom they were originally 
written, as indicating the disapprobation of Deity to 
sin, and the conduct of the sinner, he would not have 
played into the hands of the infidel, and given him 
weapons to stab the religion of our blessed Redeem^ 
er. But in this case, he knew the passages would 
have no bearing in favor of endless punishment. It 
is only by a rigidly literal, and most absurd con- 
struction, that they can be made to possess any 
weight in support of that sentiment. 



"Austin. — Any representation that his punithmentd are 
deai^fned for the injury of the punished, degrades the Deity, * 
^ * and destroys the moral grandeur, beauty, and glory of bit 
goyMmment.'' (Debate, page 24.) 

Bible.—'* He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened theh: 
hea^ that they should not see with th^ir eyes, nor understand 
with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them." 
(John xii. 40. ) ** And for this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie t that they all 
might be damned who believe not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness." (2 Thess. ii. 11.) (Backus, page 68.) 

I will quote the whole of the sentence of which 
Elder Backus has above given but a parf : 

"He is avrise and good Father, and will not save his creft> 
tnres from that infliction of pain which their restoration to 
godliness and happiness requires. Moreover this is the most 
elevated, enlightened, and reasonable view we can take of the 
government of a holy and perfect God — a Universal Father. 
Any representation that his punishments are designed for the 
injury of die punished, d^rades the Deity— intn>duc68 imper* 
fection and evil into his counsels, and destroys the moral gran* 
deur, beauty and glory of his government. 
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In introducing the passages from John and Thes- 
salonians, Elder Backus would have his reaJers be- 
lieve they support the position that God*8 punish- 
ment) art designed for the injury of ike puniihed! 
To obtain such a meaning from them, they must be 
construed Literally, and in the rankest Calvinistic 
sense. This is the meaning the Elder designs to 
have the reader give them. When thus understood, 
•ee in what light they present the character of God ! 
He takes his own helpless children, with whom he 
can do whatever he pleases, blinds their eyes, that 
they may not see, hardens their hearts that they 
may not feel, beclouds their minds that they may not 
understand and be converted and healed, and sends 
them strong delusion, in order that they may believe 
a lie — and then because they do not see, not feel^ox 
understand, nor believe the truth, he DAMNS 
THEM TO THE FLAMES OF AN ETER- 
NAL HELL ! ! This, according to Elder Backus* 
own showing, is the Calvinistic God who is pro- 
claimed at the Baptist and Presbyterian churches in 
this city ! ! Is it surprising when men are called to 
love and worship such a God, that they become in- 
dtfTerent to the subject of religion ! Is it any won- 
der those who really believe the Bible presents such 
a being for their affections, reject the scripture^*, and 
plunge into infidelity ? If professing christians in 
our age can BLASPHEME the name of Ga(\ it is 
my solemn opinion they do it, when they put such 



d by Google 



J. 8. BACKUS. 127 



constructions on the scriptures. I am astonished 
that Methodist clergymen should^ give their sanction 
to a book containing such an exposition of scripture ! 
Yet such alas ! is the fact. 

Does the reader inquire the signification of the 
passages under consideration ? Let him settle it in 
hia mind that they were designed to convey no such 
meaning as the Elder would draw from them. They 
were written with especial reference to the Jews* 
Clothed in a figure of speech now little understood, 
hut in the days of the Apostle readily comprehend* 
ed, they simply indicate that God in his wise Provi- 
denca» thought propar to give up his chosen people* 
(the Jews,) for a season, to the blindness, hardness, 
and unbelief they had chosen, and the condemnap 
tion in which it involved them, that they might taste 
the evil of th^ir ways, and be brought back to their 
ancient allegiance to the Creator. He who seeks to 
make these passages teach any thing more than this, 
perverts the word ot the Most High. 

I might notice other passages scattered by Elder 
Backus, through his book, such as — »*God is angry 
with the wicked every day." (Page 67.) •'If he 
turn not, he will whet his svxyrdy (Page 50.) 
*• Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy 
wrathfiU anger take hold upon them." (Page 67.) 
By so quoting these ss to make all their strergth in 
opposition to my positions, to consist in a Uterai in- 
terpretation, he has weakened rational Christianity, 
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•nd strengthened the hands, and barhed the darts of 
infidelity. 



ENCOURAGING LICENTIOUSNESS. 

Perhaps the most nrischievons trait connected with 
this hook of the Auburn Evangelical divines, is that 
much of its construction of scripture must necessa- 
rily discouf age those who would reform, snd encour- 
age the sinful in their wicked ways. Let the rea* 
der give his attention to cases I shall cite. 



** AosTiw.— The Creator has implanted in man a Recupe- 
rative power* a capacity to change and improve his moral con> 
dfeion. to week for light and truth untU he finds and enjoyv 
them," (Debate, page 508.) 

Bible — *' Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard 
bit spots 7 then may ye also do good that are accustomed to 
do evil." (Jer. xiii. 23.) ^' A corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit."—" Neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit." 
(Matt. vii. 17, 18.) Having eyes full of adultery, they cannot 
cease from sin." (3 Pet. ii. 14.) (Backus, page 9, 10.) 

It will he noticed my position is, that every man 
has within him a capacity, an ahUity, hy which he 
is able to turn from sin and find and enjoy light and 
truth* £lder Backus quotes the passages from Jei^ 
emiah and Matthew, to overthrow that position. 
Hence he would have his readers believe they teach 
that, the wicked have na pauper to do good, and thi^ 
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they literally CANNOT ceas^ from sin ! Whatia- 
fluence does such a sentiment exert on wicked men ? 
It mast necessarily discourage them from attempt- 
ing to reform, and encourage them to persist in their 
wicked ways. They will consistently reason — "If I 
cannot do any thing good — if I cannot cease from sin- 
ning — why should I attempt it? — and how can I be 
blamed for not doing that which I cannot do ? I 
have no other way but to continue in my wickedness!** 
These would be reasonable deductions from the pre- 
mises laid down by Elder Backus. And I insist such 
constructions of scripture, must unavoidably exert an 
influence of the most corrupting description. If El- 
der B. and his coadjutors in this book, believe sin- 
ners literally have no ahilily to cease from sin, why, 
in the name of consistency, do they exhort them to 
reform, and threaten them with *' eternal damnation " 
if they do not ! ! 

The words in 2 Pet. ii. 14 — " they cannot ceaso 
from sin," Dr. Adam Clarke translates, *^ tohich cea$€ 
not from siny He adds — *♦ They might cease from 
sin, but they do not ; they love and practise it. 
This figure of speech is very common in the Greek 
writers ; and Kypke gives many instances of it.** 
When the passages above introduced, are properly 
understood, they teach it is more difficult for thdto 
who have long indulged in dnful habits, to reform^'* 
than for those who have but recently left the p«tll6f 
5 
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firom cin« 

'^ Av8Tiir.^-God will deal widi all upon the praGiplM of 
lidbttinistering with un&iUng certain^ such rewaniU as they 
merit, and such punishment as justice decides tbey deserve. 
(Debate^ page 22.) 

Bible. — ** Our €rod has punished us less then our iniquitiet 
dererve." (Ezra ix. 13.) " He hath not dealt with us after 
our sins, nor rewarded u? according to our iniquities." (Ps< 
ciii 10.) ** Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than 
ti^ine iniquity deterveth." (Job xi. 6.) (Backus. jMk^e I6i) 

^he desigo of quoting these passages, is to prove 
tliat God does not administer with unfailing certainty, 
ffoch rewards as men merit, nor such punishments m 
they deserve. To the same extent they are made to 
believe this, will they be discouraged from pursuing 
the way of righteousness, and induced to plunge into 
wiekednessi Let those viciously inclined, believe 
they will be punished LESS than they deserve, and 
that even that degree of punishment is uncertain of 
infliction and may be entirely escaped^ and its inliu* 
ej|ice must be to encourage them into licentiousness. 

The passages quoted by the Elder, are not to be 
cooBtrued into support of such lax views of God*a 
g^ommei^t. They should be understood as the de- 
cVuratipns of men, who, smarting under the lashings 
<^ cpnscience, have been led to magnify their wick- 
04¥^t8. above what it really was, and hence saw great 
n^efcy and forbearance in the punishments God,h^ 
4«Situ|o4j9ft tkmkf The Acriptares are positiye in 
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their declarations of the certainty of punishment. — 
* Though hand join in hand, the wicked SHALL 
NOT be unpunished," (Prov. xi. 21.) This isth© 
doctrine that Universallsts proclaim. They leave it 
to their evangelical neighbors to teach the wicked 
that when they sin, they can go unpunished ! 



** Austix.-^lTheir system is sometimes denominated a way 
in which God can be merciful and yet just. But its true name 
should be a contrivance to allow mankind to drink their fill of 
•in, and still escape all Jchovoh's threatened penahiesw" (De« 
bate, page 92.) 

Bible. — "Now to him that worketh is the reward not reck* 
ttned of grace but of debt ; But to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that justitieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness. Even as David descdbeth the blessednesf 
of the man unto whom God imputeth righteousness without 
works." (Rom. iv. 4-6.) (Backus, page 30.) 

To make my sentiment as odious as possible to his 
brethren, Elder Backus has falsified my language in 
the first word, by substituting ** their'*'' for " this"— 
thus making it personal^ where I did not so design it. 
As I consider the whole paragraph important, I will 
quote it as found in my reply to Mr. Holmes. (De- 
bate pages 91, 92.) 

*' Under the inflaenoe of sinful piomptingt, mankind art 
titet seeking to separate wickednett from punishmenfe-'-i^ 
▼in; to contrive ways and meana to indulge iq tio, and afoid 
tiie infliction of its just penalties. We see all anmndus, mea 
plunging into e^rf tpeeies of immorality, under the decepthfv 
«zpaetation thai it will niaka tbeoi happy, aadtban ttnigglifif 
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to get away from puDiebment. To delude and ilatler them- 
selves that this can be done, they go to work and invent theo- 
ries, systems, doctrines. A great part of the modern Evan- 
gelical theories and creeds — are but a grand rontrivance — cun- 
ningly and adroitly penned — to allow the indulgence of wicked 
passions, and to shilt the ju?t punishment fioni the guilty to an 
innocent substitute ! I excecdini^ly lenrrt that leanicd iVo- 
fcssors of Theoloi^y, Doctor? of Disiwity, Mi:;isters of the Gos- 
pel, and professors of rclii^ion, virtu;illy take their place along- 
side the most depraved, and insir^t th;itincn ought to be allow- 
ed to sin under such cirA^umsiauccs that they can oseapc all 
punishment. Instead of teacliing the people the groat and 
salutary truth, that sin and punishment are indissolubly con- 
nected, they continue to proclaim the most seductive at:d flat- 
tering error, that there is a way expressly airanged by Heaven, 
whereby sin can he indulged to any extent, and l»y an easy ex- 
pedient, its penalties all uvoj.led ! 

This system is sometimes denominated a way in which God 
can be merciful and yet just. But its true name should be — 
** A contrivance to allow m inkind to drink their fill of sin. and 
still escape all Jehovah's threatened pennliies !" I repudinto 
the whole theory in toto ! It is false and luirtal as * the base- 
less fabric of a vision '—and delusive and dangerous to the 
last degree." 

The doctrine to whieli I object, is the modern 
view of the Atonement, by which men arc led to 
understand that God has provided a way through 
wjiich those who sin, may find a certain escape from 
just punishment. To support this theory, the Elder 
introduces the passage from Romans. The con- 
struction he would put upon it is, that though men 
may be in the practice of wickedness, yet if they 
have adopted the Jaiih taught in partialist creeds, 
that foitb shall be credited to them as real righteous- 
nes9. And moreover that those who hold such faith 
•hoold be called rigkUous^ even though they have na 
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good works. ' If such is not his ccnstruction, then hit 
quotation can have no bearing against my position. 

The public cannot fail to see that such a theory 
must be highly licentious in its influences. When 
men are taught that their righteousness in the sight 
of God does not depend on their good works, but on 
their faiths the tendency must be to loosen riioral re- 
straints, and make them negligent of a strict adhe- 
rence to virtue. That this system has worked its 
legitimate influence of evil in many cases, in the 
midst of those who cherish it, is known to the pub- 
lic. The numerous melancholly instances, where 
clergymen and church-members of the Baptist, Pres- 
byterian and Methodist denominations, have fallen 
into the most corrupt and detestable crimes, should 
lead the pure-hearted and honest christians in their 
midst, (and I believe the most of them are of this 
honorable description,) to look well to the practical 
workings of a <loctrine which substitutes theoretical 
faith, for good works, as the ground of acceptance 
with God. 

The passage introduced by the Elder, will readily 
be understood when it is known that by "him who 
worketh not," and ** the ungodly," the Apostle does 
not mean the wicked, but the heathen. As to "right- 
eousness without works," the word **tt>orks" should 
be understood as the works ^ the rites and ceremo- 
nies of the Levitical Law. 
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''Air8Ti5«-— There is no escaping the just penalty (^ God's 
law." (Debate, page 74.) 

Bible. — " Enter not into judgment with thy senrant, for in 
thy Bight shall no man living be justified.'' (Ps. cxiiii. 2.) 
" But being jsutified freely * * tbrough the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus. We conclude that a roan is justified by 
faith without the dieeds of the law.'^ (Uom. iii. 24, 2^. 
(Backus page 36.) 

I desipe the reader to nnderstand that in this, and 
the other instances under this general head, the Uni- 
versalists advocate the certain punishment of all 
sin, while Elder Backus, and his associates, are con- 
tending stoutly that men can sin and escape punish- 
ment ! Which is the most salutary and healthful 
sentiment to be propagated in community ? — which 
18 the best calculated to deter the world, especially 
the youthful, from indulging in wickedness. Yet 
these men are continually prating about the immoral 
^ndency of Universalism. Do they think men aro 
stone blind f 

In the present instance, I asserted in the Debate,, 
that ** there is no escaping the just penalty of God's 
law !" This position the Elder denies, and seeks to 
overthrow it, by insisting there is an escape from the 
punishment which the sinner deserves. Which is 
doing the most to induce men to practice morality 
and virtue ? He introduces a passage which he de- 
sires the community to believe teaches that they may 
be justified in God's sight, by faith alone, without the 
deeds of the law — i. e. as he construes it, the moral 
Uw of God. Suppose meti helieve this, and actupoi^ 
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tb«ir belief. Is it not seen that they would pay lk« 
tie of no regard to their inor€d conduct^ while they 
placbd all dependence on adherence to a speetdaUve 
faith 1 The infloenoe of such a system cannot be 
otherwise than highly demoralizing. The ineicpe- 
rienced, especially, will be led by its deceptive teach« 
ings, to estimate good works, a moral life, in a low 
degree, whib keeping a close eye on a genuine or* 
thodox faith. The less of such christians there are 
in the world, the better it will be for the public wel* 
fare. 

The passage from Romans, the Elder cuts an4 
carves, taking a few words here and a few word« 
there, to make it read to suit his notion. The reader 
can find it in diflferent pieces, if he will search di]i« 
gently through the 3d chapter of Romans. No fair- 
minded and honorable controversalist would quote 
scipture so in violation of every just rule. The pas- 
sage will be easily understood, by bearing in mind 
that by the word " law," the Apostle has express al- 
lusion to the Jewish ceremonial law, and not the 
moral law of God. 



CONCLUSION. 

There are some facts omitted in Elder Baekve^ 
bookt which it would be well to have theee widef* 
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•tand, who countenance and sympathize with him. 
They should be informed that notwithstanding all 
the opposition which has been brought against the 
Universalist denomination, it has steadily increased 
since its organization, until now it numbersin the Uni- 
ted Steite9, over seven hundred preachers, while there 
are probably more than an hundred and fifty thou- 
sand believers in its doctrines. There is a probabili- 
ty, therefore, that the denomination >yill, by the 
blessing of God, survive the attack of Klder Backus ! 
There are certain other facts of which the Elder 
• and his friends should be aware. At the present day, 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation prevails generally 
throughout Germany — a country where Professor 
D wight declares theology is a century in advance of 
America. It is not confined to the class usually de- 
nominated Rationalists, although they generally 
adopt it, but it prevails extensively among the Eoan^ 
gelical or arthodix sects in Germany. Professor 
Dwight of Yale College, son of President Dwight, 
a man of great integrity, and with religious tenets 
strictly orthodox, who, a few years since, traveled 
extensively in Germany, declares in his book entitled 
•* Dwight's Travels in the North of Germany," that 
"the doctrine of the ETERNITY of Future Pun. 
ishment, is almost universally RKJECTKD !" He 
says, moreover, **I have seen but one person in Ger- 
many who believed it, and but one other whose mind 
was iHtvtring on this sul^ect." 
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Professor Sears of the Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Newton, Mass., made the tour of Germany 
not many ytass ago, and tarried in that country 
some months. In his publi^shed Letters, giving an 
account of his travels, he declared that Professor 
Thoi.uck, who stands at the head of the Evangeli- 
cal sects in Germany, and whose fame extends 
throughout our own country, was a believer in the 
salvation of all men. The language of Piofessor 
Sears, announcing this fact, w^as as follows : ** This 
distinguished and excellent man, [Tholuck,] inca;»- 
inon with the GREAT MAJORITY of the EVAN- 
GELICAL Divines in Germany ♦ ♦ ♦ « be- 
lieves that ALL MEN, and fallen spirits, wiW final' 
ly he savedJ** To the same eflTect is the testimony of 
Professor Stuart, of Andov' r Theological Seminary, 
the great orthodox institution of New- Engl and. In 
an article from his pen, on Univcrsrdism, j)ublishcd 
in the Biblical Repository, in 1840, he says— ** This 
doctrine [ihe final salvation of all men] has become 
so wide-spread m Germany, that it pervadks even, 
the ranks of those who are regarded as serious and 
evangelical men, in respect to most or all, of whai is 
called orthodox doctrine, saving the j)oint before us !" 

In re;:ard to England, many of its most eminent 
divines, Doctors of Divinily and Bi5^hoj)s, for centu- 
ries past, were believers in the ultimate salvation of 
all mcB. We have the best evidence for believing that 
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this sentiment prevails extensively among all sects — > 
#ven the most orthodox in that country, at the pres- 
ent day. Rev. JOHN FOSTER, recently deceas- 
ed, was ono of the most eminent theologians of 
Great Britain. He stood at the head of the Baptist 
denomination throughout the world ; and was confes- 
sedly the ** pattern man" of their sect. A late wri- 
ter in the New- York Observer, [Presbyterian] says 
of Foster — **He was in some respects the pride of 
the English Dissenters ; and as a writer, he has had, 
and will continue to have, a commanding influence, 
pot indeed directly over the mass of the religious 
public, but over those minds, that influence &ud guide 
the masses!!" John Fostkr was a UNIVER- 
SALIS T ! ! ! He was a clear, settled, decided be- 
liever in the salvation of all men! In his conversa- 
tion and his writings, he advocated that doctriqe. 
The English editor of Foster's works, says he must 
**be permitted in justice to his memory, to remark, 
that in Mr. Foster's mind, as is evident from his 
other writings, this belief [in Universal Salvation,] 
was associated with the holiest views of the Divine 
Being, and with a most elevated standard of moral 
excellence." Foster was not alone in his opinion on 
this subject. In a letter to a young friend, giving hit 
reasons for dissenting from the doctrine of Endless 
Punishment, he says, he knew a number of clergy- 
men of great piety and intelligence, some dead and 
^me still living, who entertained simiUr views to)ii« 
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own ; and who, though they did not like to say 
much on the subject in public, would freely express 
their opinions in relation to it in private ! 

That Universalism is spreading at the present day, 
to a greater or less degree, throughout the ranks of 
all the partialist sects of our country, both among 
clergymen and laymen, is evident from the language 
of Professor Stuart, of Andover Theological Semi- 
nary. Speaking of a class oi orthodox christians 
who believe in the final salvation of all men, h© 
says — "Not a few persons in our community, [i e. 
among the evangelical sects,] secretly belong to this 
class. Among them,'* continues the Professor, ** are 
not a few of the professed preachers of the gosi 
pel ! ! !" 

Elder Backus closes his book with an appeal ta 
the fears of his readers. He warns them of the dan-f 
ger of beliexing in God as the wise and kind Father 
of all men, who Fees the end from the beginnings 
and will so control the great current of human events, 
as to have the end or final destiny of the race cor- 
respond with the love which prompted it in the be- 
ginning — and of .the danger of trusting in the Son of 
God, as the Mediator who will carryall the plans of 
his Father, into a perfectly successful execution! 
This he conceives to be a frightful heresy. He is 
exceedingly anxious that those who peruse his book 
should fear views, which of all others propagated 
ia the christian world, will have the strongest teE^n 
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dency to make them believe in the Redeemer with a 
living faith, and love God and one another! 

Thus it ever is with the class of religious teachers 
to which the Elder, and his associates in this work, 
belong. Fear! Kear ! ! FEAR ! ! ! is the highest 
instrumentality of which they seem to have any con- 
ception, to move men to the service and love of God, 
and the practice of righteousness. On all occasions 
they habitually depend almost wholly on its servile 
influence. Not only in their own meetings, but on 
public occasions, when citizens of different views 
from their own, are assembled with them, in aid of 
the philanthropic movements of the day, they can 
hardly make a prayer, or take any part without 
spicing their languoge with debasing appeals to the 
f^ars of the audience — the lowest and most groveling 
emotion in man ! *' The wrath of Gnd," '* the judg- 
ment-seat," "eternal death," *'sinned away the day 
of grace," *'too late to repent," etc., have become 
stereotyped expressions, deprived of which, it would 
seem some of them would hardly know how to ad- 
dress the Throne of Grace, or an assemblage of peo- 
ple. Why cannot these gentlemen obtain some ap- 
preciation of true, gospel influences? Why will 
they not understand there are far higher and better 
feelings in the human heart, an appeal to which 
would be much more successful in moving rational 
beings to right action, than in constant attempts to 
arouse brutal and selfish fears. A man frightened 
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into a profession of religion, will continue to love sin, 
and will indulge in it, whenever he thinks he con do 
so without detection. Hear Dr. Adam Clarke on 
this point — '* How many are restrained from sin- 
ning, merely through /car of God! They would 
f^ladly <]o evil, but if is forbidden on awful pcnniiies. 
They wish the thing wore not prohibited ; for they 
have a strong desire to do it." (Clarke's Cummsn- 
tariesy vol. 1, pa^e GGl.) 

Ill conclusion, I would inform Elder Backu?, and tho 
clergymen who have encouraged and assisted him in 
the publication of his book, that iheir labor has been 
in vain. The doctrine of God's impartial grace, re- 
vealed in the scriptures, and proclaiming the ulti- 
mate and triumphant success of Christ in executing 
the great scheme of the world's redemption, cannot 
be rctard;^d in its progress a moment, by an attack 
of this description. As in all previous attempts, 
this eflfort to overthrow that doctrine, 'will but 
strengthen it. For while it is not possible that book 
can have the slightest effect in weakening the faith 
of one intelligent Universalist, it must tend to lead 
others to inquiries which will result in elevating 
them to more enlarged views of God and Christ, 
and the salVation prepared for a race, all equally 
theirs by creation and redemption. 

Elder Backus and the gentlemen who have aided 
bim in the issuing of his book, are at liberty to pur- 
sue such course towards the Gospel of Universal 
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Salvation, as they think proper. They can each 
\oppo8e it singly, as heretofore, or they can ** bury 
the hatchet" they have so freely used in contentions 
between their own sects, and combind their forces, as 
in the present instance. In either case, their efiforta 
will be totally fruitless. The may depend upon it, 
in this particular, they are fighting against God, and 
all their works in such a direction, will come to 
nought! The doctrine of the reconciliation of all 
souls to God, will stand despite all their efforts, and 
diffuse its heavenly influences abroad in the world, 
when the creeds they now labor so zealously to sua* 
tain, will long have passed away from among men, 
amid the receding shadows of the dark and ignorant 
ages in which they originated. 

I cherish no enmity towards these gentlemen. 
Most freely do I forgive them the injury they have 
attempted to inflict on me, and as I sincerely believe 
on the cause of true and enlightened Christianity. 
My prayer to heaven is that they may be converted 
to the truth as it is in Christ Jesus, and allow its 
spirit of charity and good will to be manifested 
in their daily walk. And may the time speedily 
arrive when sectarism, and bigotry, and spiritual 
pride, and ex clusiveness, shall depart from professing 
christians, and all sects, and all hearts, be united in 
one common bond of Love» 
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